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n the old days of wrestling, at least 
five years ago B.C. (Before Cable), the 
N.W.A. was truly the largest, national 
wrestling promotion in America. It 
was the only national wrestling pro- 
motion in America. Then, along came 
cable TV and everything changed. 

The W.W.F. used cable TV to its advan- 
tage, through its exposure on New York 
“Superstation” WOR-TYV, to dramatically 
increase its popularity. Soon, the W.W.F. 
began to expand from its regional North- 
east base into a national wrestling pro- 
motion, and dropped out of the N.W.A. 
Along with expansion, a need for more 
talent developed. The W.W.F. solved that 
problem by raiding the other large pro- 
motions, primarily the A.W.A., and 
signing its top talent for itself. The 
W.W.E’'s closest competitor, Jim Crockett 
Promotions, based in North Carolina, saw 
the W.W.F. expansion as a threat to their 
promotion. As a member of the N.W.A. 
group of promoters, Jim Crockett 
arranged to have more talent appear on 
his promotional cards from around the 
country, and drastically changed the face 
of wrestling in the Mid-Atlantic area, 
Soon, the co-operative agreements 
between other N.W.A. promoters and 
Crockett began to fall apart as Crockett 
began acquiring more talent for himself, 
exclusively, and leaving the smaller 
N.W.A, promoters with little, or no top 
name wrestlers. Crockett had a dream, a 
dream similar to Vince McMahon's, a 
nation-wide wrestling promotion, con- 
trolled by himself. He arranged to have 
his TV programs shown on “Super- 
station” WTBS and planned on building 
his national promotion. 

Realizing what was being done, the 
lesser N.W.A. promoters stopped co- 
operating with Crockett Promotions, as 
he gained more control of the top N.W.A. 
wrestlers and refused to let them wrestle 
for anyone other than Crockett N.W.A. 
sanctioned wrestling cards. The N.W.A. 
Florida promotion was virtually destroyed 


EDITOR’S CORNER 


Because of lack of 
opposition, Ric 
Flair’s NWA 
World Title is less 
meaningful than 
the NWA World 
Title was when 

_ held by Harley 


BRING BACK THE OLD N.W.A. 


because Crockett signed all the top stars in 
that promotion for himself, World Class 
left the N.W.A. and tried to go national 
themselves, a move that nearly destroyed 
that promotion. They left because 
Crockett would not agree to let the 
N.W.A. World Champion defend his title 
regularly in Texas for the World Class 
operation unless Crockett had a piece of 
the operation. The Mid-South area left 
the N.W.A. for basically the same reasons. 
The Central States and Northwest pro- 
motions were not profitable enough to 
afford to have the World Champion 
appear on their cards and they, too, were 
soon phased out of the N.W.A. This left 
Jim Crockett Promotions and the 
Japanese promotions, headed by Giant 
Baba, as the sole N.W.A. promotions in 
the world Other promotions claimed to 
be part of the N.W.A., but, were in name 
only. They did not see the top stars of the 
N.W.A., who were now under exclusive 
contract to Crockett. Eventually, because 
Crockett did not wish to release any of his 
wrestlers to tour Japan, even Baba broke 
off his relationship with the N.W.A. and 
thus left Jim Crockett Promotions as the 
sole N.W.A. member. 

But going national meant having 
enough wrestling talent to do so. It also 
meant getting what had been regional TV 
shows at one time, onto TV stations that 
had never before shown those shows. In 
1987, Crockett made his move to become 
national. He bought out what was left of 
the Florida promotion and, later on, he 
bought the U.W.F. Many people thought 
he was creating a new N.W.A., with 
several regional offices exchanging talent. 
This wasn’t so. He bought these pro- 
motions to get their TV time and their 
best talent. Soon, the Florida promotion, 
as well as the U.W.F., ceased to exist. 
Crockett kept only the best talent for him- 
self, leaving the rest of the wrestlers to 
fend for themselves, wherever they could 
find work. Many went to the W.W.F., 
ironically, making the organization even 


stronger. The others went to smaller 
promotions, 

What the N.W.A. had left was an 
organization of possibly 30 of the best 
wrestlers in the world. True, it was a 
national promotion, but, it was a national 
promotion before, when it was not run by 
one man. When the N.W.A. was a co- 
operative promotion, it had hundreds of 
wrestlers at its disposal and talent 
abounded, not to mention a variety of 
matches and Championships. Today, the 
N.W.A. is a predictable, rather dull 
promotion with matches being done over 
and over every night of the week across 
the U.S.A. Take a look at the hypothetical 
schedule for two World Champions, Ric 
Flair in 1988, and Harley Race in 1982, 
and see what | mean. In a given week Ric 
Flair might have the following schedule: 
Sunday, Atlanta, Ga. vs. Sting, Monday- 
off, Tuesday, Charlotte N.C. vs. Sting, 
Wednesday, Columbus, Ohio with Tully 
Blanchard vs. Sting & Lex Luger, 
Thursday, Chicago, Ill. vs. Nikita Koloff, 
Friday Minneapolis, Minn. vs. Sting 
Saturday afternoon, San Antonio, Tex. vs. 
Sting, Saturday night, Houston, Tex. with 
Arn Anderson vs. Sting & a partner. 
Notice how similar his schedule is. Now 
look at an average week from Harley 
Race's schedule: Sunday, Orlando, Fla. vs. 
Dusty Rhodes, Monday, Ft. Worth, Texas 
vs, David Von Erich, Tuesday, Charlotte 
N.C. vs. Ricky Steamboat Wednesday-off, 
Thursday, Kansas City, Mo. vs. Dory 
Funk, Jr. Friday, Dallas, Tex. vs. Kevin 
Von Erich, and finally, Saturday, 
Richmond Va. vs. Ric Flair. See how 
much better the old N.W.A. was? And 
that's why it was so successful, because it 
was both a regional and a national 
promotion at the same time. It was a 
group of regional promoters who gained 
national prominence when the World 
Champion came to town. Not taking any- 
thing away from the greatest wrestler in 
the world today, Ric Flair, his N.W.A. 
World Championship means less today, 
because of the new N.W.A.'s predictable 
match-ups, then did Harley Race's 
Championship reigns when he faced al/ 
the top wrestlers in the world And, 
because the fans are intelligent, they 
realize this and interest is down in 
attending the matches, the few times a 
year the N.W.A. comes to town. In the old 
days, the N.W.A. promoted 5-10 cards a 
night, today only two. Crockett do the fans 
a favor, relinquish your grip on the 
N.W.A., give it back to the fans and pro- 
moters who kept it alive for 35 years, 
before you took it over completely. Bring 
back the old N.W.A.! 

—Sandy Krebs 
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LETTERS 


To The Editor 


LEX IS “THE 
TOTAL 
PACKAGE” 


Thanks for the article on Lex Luger in 
your June issue. Luger is the greatest 
wrestler, as well as the finest physical 
specimen in the sport today. He is 
perfection personified. 

It was a smart move on Luger's part, 
breaking from those leeches that call 
themselves "The Four Horsemen”. J.J. 
Dillon recognized Luger as a serious 
threat to Ric Flair’s World Title and by 
signing him up, cut him out of his shor. 
Also, by signing him, they used him as a 
buffer to other legitimate contenders for 
Flair's title. Now that Luger is on his 
own, all of the “Four Horsemen” 


’ 


especially “Slick Ric’, had becter beware. 
Luger has experience and knowhow that 
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he didn’t have earlier in his career, He 
won't make the same rookie mistakes 
that cost him matches against Flair 
before. And as everybody knows, when 
you fight one Horseman, you fight them 
all! When Luger gets his chance in the 
ring against Flair, undoubtedly, 
Anderson, Blanchard and the others will 
attempt to get involved. But with Sting 
watching his back, the "Total Package” 
will walk away with the NWA World 
Championship. From there he will 
enjoy a long and glorious reign as 
Champion. 

Lex Luger is the future of wrestling. 
He will serve as a role model for genera- 
tions of young wrestlers to come. 
Whether you like him or not, keep an 
eye on him, because there's no denying 
that the “Total Package” is a force to be 
reckoned with. 

Susan Gashaw 
Laurinburg, NC 


(Ed. Note: Barry Windham, if you are 
reading this magazine, read the second 
paragraph of this letter again real slow, 
So it can sink in. You might learn some- 
thing you ought to know. Then, read the 
following letter.) 


WINDHAM 
IS A LAP 
DOG! 


"Think about what you're doing! 
You're joining up with a pack of low-life 
scum. They'll turn on you!” 

These words echoed through my head 
as the man who had spoken them, only a 
few months earlier, was announced as 
the newest member of the Four 
Horsemen. Either Barry Windham is 
the most gullible, naive individual or the 
most clever. He has pulled the wool over 
the eyes of the entire wrestling world. 
One would never have thought that 
Windham would lower himself to being 
a lap dog. For that is what he has now 
become. He's the newest pawn in ahigh 
stakes game with J,J. dealing the deck. 
When J.J. says to jump, Barry asks how 
high and how many times. The thought 
of such wasted talent is sickening. For 
someone who had such a promising 
future ahead of him, his recent change in 
ethics may have turned chat future 
doubtful and bleak. Barry, on several! 


occasions, made it very clear that he 
desired to be the World's Heavyweight 
Champion. Surely he realizes that now 
has become impossible due to the fact 
that one of his “elite friends" now holds 
that title. 

One has to wonder if Barry took the 
time to think of the impact this would 
have on his father, brother and other 
loved ones. But, as it appears, Barry has 
become a desperado in the true sense of 
the word, leaving behind all those who 
love him to satisfy his own needs. But 
somehow I think Barry will reap what 
he has sown. Should he one day realize 
his mistake, I hope he realizes too that 
the fans won't be so forgiving as they 
were with Luger, reason being Barry 
should have taken Lex’s experience as a 
lesson, This not being the case, however, 
it's now Luger's words that ring omi- 
nously, “Barry, you're heading down the 
loneliest road of your life.” 

From someone who had been a fan of 
Windham’'s since day one, | offer these 
words of warning, “You may be riding 
high now, but the price you pay may be 
even higher.” Not only have you jeopar- 
dized everything you've built through- 
out your career, but you've risked losing 
your soul and self-respect to those who 
could care less whether you fail or 
succeed, as long as you do their bidding. 
So, I wish you well, Barry, and I hope you 
achieve all the goals you've set for 
yourself. But, above all else, I pray you 
achieve all the goals Tully, Arn, Ric and 
J) J. have set for you. For it you don't, your 
own words will come back to haunt you. 

Gene Shanan 
Reidsville, NC 


SAVAGE GOT 
LUCKY 


Randy Savage got very lucky in the 
tournament at Wrestlemania ITV. He 
never would have won the World title if 
not for the blatant interference of Hulk 
Hogan. 

What is the so-called “Macho Man” 
going to do in future title defenses when 
Hogan isn't around to save his butt? 
He's going to be in a huge amount of 
trouble, that's what. I give Savage six 
months with the belt, and that's being 
generous. 

Jim Klass 
Somerset, Pa. 


COL 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM was a landmark publica- 
tion presenting the serious wres- 
tling fan with the opportunity to 
own the first publication dedicated 
to capturing the greatest wrestlers 
in that fleeting moment when 
they’re at their brutal high flying 
best. 


ACTION ALBUM 1 ACTION ALBUM 2 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM 2. The second volume of 
what is destined to be a classic ser- 
ies of wrestling publications. 
Another thrilled packed action 
photo album of the greatest stars of 
the squared circle in all their brutal 
glory. Many of your favorite stars 


are depicted on every page. 
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Now for the first time ever you 
can be the proud owner of Wres- 
tling’s MAIN EVENT’s CHAM- 
PIONS,, WME’s official book of 
pro wrestling’s greatest title holders. 
Champions past and present are 
presented in all their glory and 
present are presented in all their 
glory. 


WME'’sPHOTO ACTION ALBUM 
III is the third in the trilogy of these 
exciting pictoral publications. As 
in albums one and two, this maga- 
zine concentrates on capturing the 
leading mat-stars of today in the 
act of mortal combat, and our top- 
notch photography is high-lighted 
by our bold full-page format. 
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WHY 


SHOULD LEAVE THE 


W.W.F. NOW! 


Don Muraco has been one of the best wrestlers in the WWF, as well as the 
world for most of the past decade. However, the former Inter-Continental 
Champion has been lost in the WWF talent monolith as of late. It is a shame 
to see a wrestler with Muraco’s talents struggling to keep his career alive in 
one federation when he could easily be a top star somewhere else. Here is why 
Don Muraco should leave the WWF now. 


ow many wrestlers dos you 
know who, when standing next 
to Hulk Hogan, make Hogan 
look like a skinny little wimp? 
With an even 275 lbs. of rock hard muscle 
on a 63” frame and over 18 years of 
experience wrestling the toughest men in 
the business, “the Rock”, as he likes to be 


By STEVE PFEFFER 


called now, has finally gained the fans’ 


overwhelming approval. Back in 1983, 
when Muraco was feuding with former 
Inter-Continental Heavyweight Cham- 
pion, Pedro Morales, everybody was 
calling him a “Beach Bum’. Whenever 


| -_ TE 


x mm \ 7 
Don Muraco prepares to square off with “the Anvil” Jim Niedhart. Surprisingly, Muraco lost this match in M.S.G. 


the “Magnificent One” showed his face in 
an arena, the chants of “Beach Bum! 
Beach Bum!” echoed throughout the land, 
a handful of ¢rwe wrestling enthusiasts 
(including myself) truly appreciated 
watching this master of the squared circle 
grapple rings around his opponents. 
Time moved on and Muraco, once a 
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One of the strongest men in wrestling, Muraco uses bis strength to manhandle Niedhart. 


main eventer in the WWE, became just 
another WWF regular, wrestling the 
undercard against new entries into the 
Federation. Under Capt. Lou Albano’s 
influence, he got involved in a heated feud 
with Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka. It started 
on nationwide television while Muraco 
was being interviewed by “Nature Boy” 
Buddy Rogers on his “Rogers’ Corner” 
segment. Jimmy Snuka entered the ring 
during Muraco’s time to speak and 
immediately took all the fan's attention 
away from the interview. Seeing this, a 
very hot Muraco went on to the ring 
apron to say a few words to the 
“Superfly”. These words weren't too 
complimentary and, to top it off, Snuka 
received a shot of spit on his chest, 
compliments of the “Magnificent One”. 
Snuka then leapt over the top rope, 
outside and onto Muraco, and the two 
clashed like wildmen. From then on, all 
over the WWF, you were able to see two- 
time WWF I-C Champion, Muraco, 
defend his Championship against the 
“Superfly” night after night in bloody dis- 
plays of viciousness. This feud culminated 
at Madison Square Garden, where the two 
combatants met in a 15 foot high steel 
cage for the Championship. Not many 
men would ever step into a steel cage with 
Jimmy Snuka. Don Muraco either had 
plenty of guts or not enough smarts. He 
proved he had enough guts when he 
didn’t take one step backwards during the 
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whole match, always meeting the 
“Superfly” head on. The end of the match, 


-and the violent feud, came when Muraco 


fell out of the cage to retain his I-C 
Championship. Snuka felt cheated and 
proceeded to superfly the fallen 
Champion from the top of the steel cage. 
Tito Santana came into the picture, 
dethroning the “Magnificent One” for the 
Championship and sending him into a 
near fatal career slump. All Don Muraco 
could do was challenge his nemesis, Tito, 
and unsuccessfully try to regain his 
prestige and ten pounds of gold. He also 
started feuding with the likes of (semi- 
retired) Pedro Morales, the Junkyard Dog 
and other WWF regulars. Not a good way 
to build a legendary, superstar reputation. 
Soon, the Mighty one had fallen, Albano 
disappeared from his corner and for 
awhile, he had no true direction. Greg 
Valentine had defeated Tito for the I-C 
strap and so Muraco started to take stabs 
at Hulk Hogan. Muraco said he was 
serious in his quest to become the next 
WWF Heavyweight Champion, but, you 
would never know it by watching his 
matches. Muraco put on extra pounds and 
started to slow down, fighting the 
Hulkster on a power level in which he 
came out on the wrong side of the pin. 
In a career saving move, Muraco took 
on Mr. Fuji as manager. Fuji brought out 
the dark side in Magnificent Muraco and 
made him more vicious than ever. It was 


Fuji who instigated the whole feud with 
Ricky Steamboat, it was Fuji who told him 
to hang “the Dragon” from the top rope 
on nationwide TV. Muraco has a habit of 
getting a little carried away with the right 
motivation. Steamboat and Muraco 
battled all over the country, Muraco once 
again getting himself involved ina useless 
feud. While the Steamboat-Muraco feud 
was going on, the I-C Title changed hands 
several times, finally ending up around 
Randy Savage's waist. 

The Steamboat-Muraco war came to a 
close and Steamboat immediately got 
involved in another long feud, this time 
with Jake “the Snake” Roberts, while 
Muraco started teaming with Cowboy Bob 
Orton and eventually got involved in the 
whole Roddy Piper mess, which made 
Piper an instant fan favorite. Teaming 
with “Adorable” Adrian Adonis in his 
feud against Piper didn’t do much good 
for Muraco’s health. Don was tipping the 
300 Ib. mark and most of it was fat. Piper 
drove Adonis out of the picture, leaving 
Orton and Muraco. Mr. Fuji thought he 
had the whole situation under control, he 
was going after the Tag Team straps, but 
the Magnificent One's pride couldn't take 
the constant foul-ups by Orton. It made 
Muraco wonder whose side Orton was on, 
whether he was trying to steal the spot- 
light from him. Finally, Muraco had 
enough and let Orton know it! During a 
WWE-TY taping, Orton fouled up for the 


last time, causing his team to lose a 
humiliating TV match. “Cowboy Bob” 
tried and tried to apologize for his mistake 
finally pushing the “Magnificent One” in 
an effort to get him to listen. Muraco 
reared back and clobbered the Cowboy, 
which started a feud that would take both 
men under. Orton left the WWF, leaving 
Don Muraco without anyone to feud with. 
Now a fan favorite, Muraco tried his hand 
at crushing 7-time NWA World 
Champion, Harley Race. Sure, Muraco 
came out victorious, but so 
has nearly everyone else who 
has faced the former legend 
in recent years. 

Then came “Superstar” 
Billy Graham. Graham saw 
the newly trimmed, magnif- 
icent body of Muraco and saw 
a Champion. He saw 
something in Don Muraco 


that reminded him of 
himself. Muraco dubbed 
himself “the Rock” and 


began wrestling on behalf of 
his mentor, Graham, who 
can no longer wrestle due to 
his hip injuries. Teaming 
with the Ultimate Warrior, 
On occasion, the two make an 
awesome combination. The 
size of the two behemoths 
alone is enough to make their 
opponents lay down for the 
1..2..3.. count. Besides 
teaming with the Warrior, 
Muraco got involved in 
another feud, this time with 
the fading “Natural” Butch 
Reed and the One Man Gang. 
Gaining split victories over 
these two grapplers got the 
“Rock” into the Wrestle- 
mania IV Title tournament. 
Muraco went into the 
tournament pumped up and, 
with the fans apparently 
behind him, he expected to 
make a fine showing gunning 
for the title. “Million Dollar 
Man” Ted DiBiase put an end 
to his hopes when he pinned 
the big man in the center of 
the ring. 

Since Wrestlemania IV 
both Muraco and “Superstar” 
Billy Graham have been ona 
downhill fall straight to 
oblivion. In May, at Madison 
Square Garden, I saw what 
had to be the last straw 
breaking the camel's back. A 
tired and exhausted Muraco, 
without his fire and vigor of 
old, faced Jim “the Anvil” 
Niedhart. On his worst day 
Don Muraco should have 
been able to make short work 
of “the Anvil’, however, this 


“Don, don’t turn into 
another Junkyard Dog!” 


must have been one of Muraco’s most 
humiliating matches ever. Going for a 
Sunset Flip, hoping to pin Niedhart, the 
flip was reversed and Jim “the Anvil” 
pinned the former “Magnificent One” 
In the WWF, Don Muraco has gotten 


These days, Muraco fights for “Superstar” Billy Graham, who is no 


involved in feud after feud, each more 
senseless than the last. Once being one of 
the greatest WWF titleholders of all-time, 
he has now been pushed down deep into 
the dark crevises of so many former 
Champions. There is no more room for 
Muraco in the WWF. Truly the man’s 
skills and abilities are being wasted day 
after day. Don, don’t turn into another 
Junkyard Dog!! The only way to save your 
career is to leave the WWF, leave now for 
greener pastures before it’s too late!! 


% DS 


longer able to wrestle. 
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MICHAEL HAYES, TERRY 


Kevin and Kerry 
Von Erich assist 
Michael Hayes 
from the stage 
after Buddy 
Roberts slammed a 
guitar over his 
head and knocked 


him out. 


GORDY AND THE VON 


ERICHS: How Long Will Their 
Uneasy Alliance Last? 


lot of terrible things have 
happened recently in wres- 
tling that have upset me to no 
end. First, Luger left the 
Horsemen, the most awesome force in 
wrestling today. Then, Bret Hart turned 
on Bad News Brown at Wrestlemania IV, 
which eventually will force the Hart 


The Freebirds didn’t like Michael Hayes being friendly with the Von Erichs. 
A rift developed between the three friends that seemed unrepairable. Terry 
Gordy fought Michael Hayes in a bloody, Triple Dome of Terror match. 
Then, a surprising turn took place and it appears as if Gordy is willing to 

accept the Von Erichs. How long can this new alliance last? 


Only time will tell. 


By AL McGINESS 


Foundation to disband, as Hart now hears 


the fans’ cheers, something Jimmy Hart 
and “the Anvil” won't put up with for 
long. Then, my hated enemy, Barry 
Windham, finally decides to do some- 
thing with his career and he takes Luger's 


spot in the Horsemen. I haven't gotten 
over that one yet, but, Barry and I just 
might bury the hatchet someday. I still 
don’t trust him, though. However, the 
most disgusting and shocking event saw 
“Freebird” Michael P.S. Hayes settle his 
differences with the Von Erichs. 

Several years ago, when the Freebirds 
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Hayes claims Roberts was drunk when he hit him with the guitar, which sent Hayes to the hospital for several days. 


came to the WWF for awhile, I had the 
pleasure of getting to know them. I was 
honored when they made me an honorary 
Freebird and whenever they came East, | 
knew a good time would be had by all, as 
we drank the night away, chasing ugly 
girls away and sharing the pretty ones. 
Even when they went up against the 
mighty Road Warriors and painted their 
faces with the stars and bars of the 
almighty Confederate flag, I forgave 
them, because they were my friends. But, I 
hadn't seen the Freebirds for almost two 
years, as they didn’t come East very often 
after Pro Wrestling U.S.A. disbanded. 
When the NWA expanded into the 
Northeast and took over the UWF, I 
knew I would be partying with my buddies 
again, after a long lapse. Last 
Thanksgiving, Michael Hayes came East 
for the first time and I made arrange- 
ments to be there when he arrived in the 
“Capitol of the World”. After the matches 
I waited patiently for my friend, I knew he 
would want to party. When he came out 
of the dressing room, I called to him, but, 
he walked by me as if I didn’t exist. I 
thought that was strange and called him 
again, he didn’t acknowledge me. I decided 
it was just an oversight and those things 
do happen sometimes. Anyway, Michael 
was teaming with Jimmy Garvin and he 
was the #1 contender for Ric Flair’s strap, 
as well as the Tag Team Championship, I 
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knew he was still doing alright. 

Disagreements happen and one with 
Crockett Promotions caused Michael to 
leave the NWA. Meanwhile, in Texas, 
Buddy Jack and Bam Bam were tearing 
the joint down, as they had renewed old 
hostilities with the Von Erich saints by 
nearly killing their old man when he stuck 
his nose someplace it didn’t belong. Great, 
I thought, with Michael free, he could go 
back to Texas, join with his buddies and 
finish the job they started five years ago, 
eliminate the Von Erich plague from 
wrestling once and for alll! 

However, it wasn't to be, as Michael 
didn’t want any part of that feud. He had 
come to Texas, only to do a concert, not to 
wrestle. He was tired of beating up Von 
Erichs, that was old news, he wanted a 
fresh start. This piece of news didn’t sit 
well with Buddy Jack Roberts and his two 
new friends, “Blackbird” King Parsons 
and the Angel of Death. They wanted 
Michael to get in on the fun, the fun being 
hurting Von Erichs. Bam Bam was dif- 
ferent, he said he would stand by Michael 
no matter what he decided to do. If 
Michael didn't want to destroy the Von 
Erich myth, that was okay, he was more 
than man enough to do the job himself, 
The Freebirds stayed friends, watching 
each others backs whenever they had to, 
mostly Michael's. The day of the concert 
came. It was real good, according to all 


= 


reports. Over 2,000 fans attended the 
show, the show ending rather abruptly 
when Michael dedicated a song to the late, 
David Von Erich. Buddy Jack and the 
Iceman were in the audience, making sure 
the Von Erichs didn’t ruin the show. 
When Michael dedicated the song to 
David, he invited Kerry and Kevin Von 
Erich up on stage to sing along. 
Uninvited, Buddy and Iceman came to the 
stage. They needed to talk with Michael, 
they wanted to tell him to watch his back. 
Michael pushed them back, he wanted no 
trouble. Buddy fell, Michael later accused 
him of being drunk, Iceman swung at 
Hayes and decked him. Buddy got up and 
grabbed a guitar, he was going to finish off 
Kerry Von Erich once and for all. He 
swung the guitar at Kerry, but Kerry 
ducked and Michael, as he was getting up, 
got clobbered with the guitar. He went 
out like a light. A bloody mess, Michael 
was helped off the stage by his two hated 
enemies, Kevin and Kerry Von Erich, as 


Iceman and Buddy ran from the 
Sportatorium. 
Michael blamed Buddy Jack for 


ruining his night and costing him a 
WCCW World Title shot at Al Perez, a 
shot Kerry inherited and made the most 
of, by winning that strap from Perez. 
Michael began to feud with “Blackbird” 
Iceman and Buddy Jack, his friend. 
Terry Gordy had been in Japan. he had 


heard two different versions of the con- 
cert story. When he came back to Texas, 
he was caught in the middle of a family 
feud, not knowing which side to take. 
What he saw was Michael teaming with 
Von Erichs and fighting with Buddy and 
Iceman, two men of valor and courage. He 
didn’t know what to do. 

Five nights after he returned to Texas, 
Terry got involved. During a WCCW 
World Title match between Von Erich 
and Iceman, Bam Bam came to the ring. 
As soon as he arrived, he signaled for the 
lights to be turned off. In Iceman’s corner 
had been Black Bart and Buddy Jack. 
Unbelievably, Michael was in Kerry's 
corner, watching his back. Buddy and Bart 
shined flashlights into the fans’ eyes, so 
they couldn't see. In less than a minute, 
the lights came back on. In the ring was 
Kerry Von Erich, out cold. On the floor, 
out cold was Michael Hayes. Iceman easily 
pinned Kerry to take the World Strap ina 
monumental upset. Watching on TV, one 
heard Mark Lowrance tell his audience 
how once again, Michael Hayes had set up 
the Von Erichs. He had yet to see Michael 
laid out, as he had done to the Von Erichs 
so many times before. When the camera 
discovered Michael laying in the pool of 
his own blood Lowrence was stunned into 
admitting his mistake. Obviously, Hayes 
was in cahoots with Von Erichs and the 
Freebirds had been patient long enough. 
Michael took a trip down “Badstreet’” 
that he never expected to take. But, those 
things happen when you mess with the 
Freebirds. 

Over the next few weeks the feud 
intensified. Buddy Jack and Iceman tried 
to cut Michael's hair and later, Iceman 
used the famous Freebird Hair Removal 
System, to no avail, on Michael. Hayes 


was furious. Only three people in the 
world knew the secret formula for the 
hair removal cream. He wanted to know 
how Iceman knew the secret formula. 
Terry Gordy was laying real low. Then, 
the bomb hit. During a televised show of 
“World Class Championship Wrestling’, 
a disturbance broke out in the crowd. 
Everybody figured two drunken red- 
necked Texans were going at it (some- 
thing not uncommon in that area), how- 
ever, it was Michael Hayes and Terry 
Gordy! The battle started in the dressing 
room, went out into the parking lot, came 
back into the Sportatorium and made it all 
the way to the ring. A friendship was 
over, no more Freebirds, or so it seemed. 
Michael challenged Bam Bam to the most 
dangerous type of match, the TRIPLE 
DOME OF TERROR, a battle to the 
death in three cages, each smaller than the 
other, one on top of the other, just like a 
wedding cake. The man who can work his 
way out of the ring, after working his way 
down from the top cage, would win the 
match. It would be part of the David Von 
Erich Memorial Card to be held at Texas 
Stadium. 

When word got back to us, here in the 
East, 1 demanded the assignment. I 
wanted to see Michael Hayes get taught 
what “Badstreet” really means. My Editor 
wouldn't let me go. He said it was too 
dangerous for me in Texas. My big mouth 
could get me in trouble and he was afraid I 
would get hurt, if not killed. That was jive, 
I knew it and so did he. I had been to Texas 
before and survived. There was another 
reason. I found out later that Michael 
Hayes had personally invited him down 
to see the match. I couldn't understand 
why. Michael had been my friend, not his. 
As far as Iknew, the Editor didn't drink, at 


Hayes’ friendship with the Von Erichs ended his friendship with the Freebirds. 


least he told me he didn’t drink whenever 
I invited him out for a few. What interest 
could Michael Hayes have in being his 
friend? 

Being a good reporter, I went out and 
booked a flight to Texas. I was going to 
get to the bottom of this. I arrived in 
Texas the Friday night before the big 
match. I needed to speak to Michael, 
Terry and Buddy Jack. I went looking for 
them in all the sleazy bars, red-neck joints 
and strip joints in Denton County. I went 
to this place called “Lace” in Arlington, 
Billy Martin was there having a good 
time. I wasn't looking for him and 1 don't 
like him, he can’t drink, so I left. The next 
morning I read in the papers how Billy 
Martin got beat up in “Lace”. I swear I 
didn't do it, but, everyone thinks I played a 
big part in it happening. I didn't find any 
of the Freebirds that night, either. The 
next morning I| called Jimmy Papa, our 
Texas photographer and a member of 
Michael's Badstreet band. If anyone could 
get ahold of Hayes, he could. 

“Jimmy, this is Al McGiness, what's 
going on?”, I asked. Jimmy was surprised 
to hear my voice. “What are you doin’ 
here man, you weren't asked to come’, 
Jimmy replied. “Look I know, don't tell 
Sandy, please, I need to speak to Michael, I 
don’t like what's going on, I don’t want 
him associating with Von Erichs.”, I said. 
"Michael's a changed man”, Jimmy said. 
“He's more mellow, he has nothing 
against Kevin and Kerry anymore. Kerry 
has put him on an exercise routine, he's 
dropped 15 pounds, he's eating better and 
not drinking as much, and he’s showing 
Michael new things and a better way to 
lead his life. Michael has new friends and 
is happy and isn’t as wild as he used to be.” 
“Bleep that,” I said. “Kerry Von Erich 


doesn't know what's good for Michael, he 
only cares about himself, I don’t trust that 
snake”. Jimmy hung up on me. 

I again went out that night, looking for 
someone with his sanity still intact. I 
wound up at a place called the “Million 
Dollar Saloon”, a topless bar in Dallas. 
Paying my way in, I saw a familiar curly 
blonde head and a bottle of Jack Daniels, 
three quarters empty, sitting to the head's 
left. | knew I had struck paydirt, it was 
Buddy Jack. “Buddy Jack, what's going on 
my man, long time, no see.”, I said. Buddy 
looked up, he was drunk and depressed. A 
look of recognition came over his face as 
he saw an old friend from the past. "Al, Al 
McGiness, the main man, what are you 
doing here?” Buddy asked. “Looking for 
you, man. I need to know what's going on 
with Michael, why is he fighting Bam 
Bam tomorrow?” “Michael's changed. I 
don't know what happened. When he 
came back to Texas, I had these thoughts 
in my head, we were finally going to get 
the Von Erichs out of wrestling. But, he 
was different. He wouldn't drink with me, 
he wanted nothing to with Iceman, and he 
hated the Angel of Death.”, Buddy said. 
“Bam Bam, where is he?” , I asked. “I don't 
know.”, said Buddy. "He hasn't called me 
all week, he’s very upset. He wants to 
teach Michael a lesson tomorrow. Michael 
definitely has it coming, but Bam Bam 
really still likes him, they've been best 
friends for a long time. It's going to be 
tough, but he'll get the job done.” I left 
Buddy Jack to play with Fifi, Daphne and 
Vanessa, by himself. There is nothing 
more depressing than watching a grown 
man cry in his beer, or bourbon. 

Sunday finally arrived. I had avoided 
the Editorial staff this long, I only had 12 
more hours to go. I bought a seat high in 
the stands so I could watch the matches in 
relative safety. Soon, it was time for the 
match I came to see. Two of the baddest 
men in wrestling locked up in the 
TRIPLE DOME OF TERROR, fighting 
like caged animals to survive a battle to 
the death. I wanted to see Michael Hayes 
pay some heavy dues. Bam Bam was the 
only man I knew who could do it. As soon 
as they got into the top cage, they went at 
it. Two vicious mercenaries of the sport, 
trying to show one another who was the 
baddest of the bad, who was right and who 
was wrong. Buddy Jack, the Iceman and 
Angel of Death, not satisfied with the 
view from the back of the end zone, came 
to ringside to view the colossal battle. As 
Hayes and Bam Bam got to the bottom 
cage, you could see the toll the battle had 
taken on the two men. Both were busted 
up and bleeding heavily. This match 
wouldn't settle scores, but open even 
more wounds. As Hayes took command 
of the match, Buddy couldn't resist in 
helping his friend He entered the ring 
and gave Bam Bam back the upper hand. 
Gordy looked at him auriously and 
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continued the match. He put Hayes into 
the dreaded “Oriental Spike,” a move no 
man can escape from. Michael P.S. Hayes 
went down, and was soon out, sleeping 
like a baby. Bam Bam had won! His three 
friends entered the ring to congratulate 
him. Out came a pair of scissors. They 
wanted Gordy to aut off Michael's golden 
locks. Bam Bam took the scissors to 
Hayes’ head and considered what he was 
about to do. He pulled the scissors away. 
Cut his damn hair, I thought, teach him a 
lesson he'll never forget. Buddy screamed 
at Bam Bam to aut his hair. Bam Bam put 
the scissors to Michael's head again, and 
again he pulled them away. Angel of 
Death screamed at Bam Bam and then he 
pushed him. That got Bam Bam mad and 
he attacked his three friends, as the crowd 
went nuts. I got nauseous, I didn’t expect 
this to happen. Then Gordy cut Buddy's 
hair instead! The Simpson Sisters came to 
the ring to even up the battle and chased 
my heroes from the ring. Bam Bam went 
to wake up Michael Hayes. As soon as 
Hayes woke up, he went after Bam Bam. 
The Simpsons held him back and 
explained what happened. Gordy left the 
ting. friendless. Michael Hayes left the 
ring, dazed and confused. 

Later in the evening, Terry Gordy took 
Schaun Simpson's place in the Tag Team 
Title match against the mighty Jack 
Victory and “Hollywood” John Tatum. 
Schaun injured his knee in the TRIPLE 
DOME OF TERROR, TEXAS 
ROUND-UP Battle Royal. Buddy came 


ordy turned on Buddy Roberts and then cut his hair at Texas Stadium. 


out and interfered in the match. He 
brought the hair removal cream with him. 
He tried to throw it at Bam Bam, missed 
and hit Steve Simpson squarely in the 
eyes. The blinded Simpson thrashed about 
the stadium and pummelled his new 
partner because he couldn't see. Bam 
Bam, instead of losing his temper, helped 
Steve and became the hero of the day. He 
left the stadium to wild applause, from the 
same idiots who had booed him merci- 
lessly just minutes earlier. 1 was appalled. 
The threat to the Von Erichs was 
apparently over. An out-and-out truce had 
been called between the mighty Freebirds, 
Terry "Bam Bam" Gordy and Michael P.S. 
Hayes, and the no good, low-life Von 
Erich sissies. The two Freebirds have 
joined forces with the two Von Erichs to 
eliminate Iceman Parsons, Angel of 
Death and their once good friend, Buddy 
Jack Roberts, from wrestling once and for 
all. It is a sad sight to see. The one-time 
greatest Tag Team of all reduced to 
teaming with Von Erichs and their sort. 
This can't happen!! Bam Bam, what 
happened to your goals of being a World 
Champion? Kerry has that strap now, 
does that mean you've given up a dream? 
Hayes, what about you? You caused this 
mess, you changed your life, don’t you 
remember all the good times we've had? I 
don't trust you anymore, I don't like you 
anymore, you and the Von Erichs deserve 
each other. But, remember, watch your 
backs, the Von Erichs can never, never, 
never be trusted. @ 
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happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling . . . 


here are two new World Heavy- 
weight Champions to congra- 
tulate this month as Jerry “the 
King” Lawler took the AWA 
Heavyweight title and Kerry Von Erich 
regained the WCCW gold. 

Kerry regained his title on May 8th at 
Texas Stadium at the "David and Mike 
Von Erich Memorial” card. The match, 
with Champion “Iceman” King Parsons, 
lasted over twenty minutes and actually 
saw Iceman pin Kerry for several seconds 
after using the “butt-bump”. Kerry, who 
rammed referee Rick Hazzard after 
receiving the bump, was stunned and 
pinned, but Hazzard was stunned also and 
unable to count the pinfall. Iceman then 
threw Kerry out of the ring. When Kerry 
regained his strength, he came up on the 
ring apron, sunset flipped himself over 
the Iceman and cradled the Champion to 
take the match and the World Class gold 
belt. Kerry's young daughter was brought 
to the ring and the two celebrated 


arry Windham, the new Fourth 
Horsemen, has won the vacant 
NWA USS. Championship. The 
title was vacated by the NWA 
when Dusty Rhodes was suspended for 
his actions of March 26th at the WTBS 
studios, while defending his friend, 
Magnum T.A, with a baseball bat. 
Rhodes had been stripped ofthe strap and 
suspended for four months and a tour- 
nament to fill the vacant Championship 
position was set for Houston, Texas on 
May 13th. In the meantime, NWA Board 
of Director, Paul Boesch, worked 
overtime behind the scenes to get Rhodes’ 
suspension lifted and Barry Windham 
turned on his Championship Tag Team 
partner and friend, Lex Luger, during a 
title match with Tully Blanchard and Arn 
Anderson, costing his team the title and 
making him the fourth Horseman. 

The men entered in the tournament for 
the vacant strap included: Blanchard, 
Windham, Luger, the Midnight Rider, 
Nikita Koloff, Ivan Koloff, Al Perez and 
Larry Zbyszko. For some unknown 
reason, Zbyszko did not take part in the 
tournament as planned, giving Tully 
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TWO WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIPS CHANGE HANDS 


Jerry Lawler won the AWA Title from 
Curt Hennig in Memphis, Tenn. 


together, with the Texas Stadium crowd, 
the crowning of a new Champion. 
Jerry Lawler won the AWA Champion- 


NEWEST HORSEMAN WINS U.S. CHAMPIONSHIP 


Pw 


Blanchard a bye in the first round. Before 
the tournament began, it was announced 
Dusty Rhodes would be in the corner of 
the Midnight Rider during his match-ups. 
This would be interesting as it is fairly 
well-known that Dusty is the Midnight 


ship the following night in Memphis, 
Tenn. from Curt Hennig. Lawler had 
announced, prior to the bout, he would 
retire if he lost, so the pressure was on. 
Lawler's good friend, Jackie Fargo, the 
“King” of Memphis wrestling before 
Lawler arrived, won a vote of the fans to 
referee the bout. The match went over 20 
minutes, with both men taking turns 
having the upper hand throughout the 
match. Lawler, no scientific wrestler, and 
Hennig used every trick imaginable to 
win the match. The ending, a 
controversial one, saw Lawler grab 
Hennig by the legs and kangaroo flip him 
head-first into the ringpost, a maneuver 
that is illegal, or used to be illegal, in the 
AWA. Hennig fell into the ring, 
unconscious, and was easily pinned. This 
is Lawler's first major title victory, 
achieved after more than 15 years in the 
ring. We at WME congratulate both 
Kerry and Jerry and wish them both long, 
prosperous Championship reigns. 


Rider. The results of the title tournament 
are as follows: In the First round, Nikita 
Koloff pinned his uncle Ivan Koloff. 
Barry Windham defeated and unmasked 
the Midnight Rider. After discovering the 
face under the mask belonged to the 
Italian Stallion, Barry continued to beat 
him until Dusty came to the Stallion’s 
rescue. Lex Luger and Al Perez fought toa 
double DQ., eliminating both men from 
the tournament. Barry Windham received 
a bye into the final match and the semi- 
final saw Tully Blanchard lose to Nikita 
Koloff when Rhodes again got involved, 
causing Blanchard's defeat. This got Tully 
upset and he attacked Rhodes until he was 
bleeding badly. In the final match, it was 
Nikita vs. Barry, a battle between former 
friends. Barry took the title after a 15:00 
minute braw] as JJ. Dillon interfered and 
tripped Nikita while he was coming off 
the ropes, stunning him long enough for 
Windham to take the pin, while using the 
ropes for leverage. The Four Horsemen 
are in a unique position now, that of 
holding all four major NWA belts. Truly, 
they can now say they are the “Elite” force 
in wrestling today. m 


Photos by Brian Timpale, Debra Moser and Bob Miller 
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FANTASTICS TAKE U.S. STRAPS FROM MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


* hoe 


fei 


he longest US. Tag Team 

Championship reign ever in the 

NWA came to an end on April 

26th in Chattanooga, Tenn. as 
the Fantastics, Bobby Fulton and Tommy 
Rogers, ended the year-long reign of Stan 
Lane and Bobby Eaton, the Midnight 
Express, as Champions. The match 
ending was highly controversial and the 
Midnights’ manager, Jim Cornette, 
demanded the NWA review the tapes and 
return the titles to his men. The NWA 
refused to do this, however. 

The match lasted more than 40 min- 
utes as both the Fantastics and the 
Express, four supremely conditioned 
athletes, wrestled fast and furiously, using 
all the aerial, martial arts and scientific 
and rough tactics they are noted for. The 
ending came as the referee was about to 
stop the bout and give it to the Midnight 
Express, due to the helplessness of Bobby 
Fulton, who was being mercilessly beaten 
by Lane and Eaton. Tommy Rogers con- 
vinced the ref to let the match continue, so 
it did. The Midnight Express thought 
they had won the match, however it 
wasn't so, and relaxed. Meanwhile, 
Rogers entered the ring and gave Eaton a 
drop kick off the top rope. Eaton was 
stunned and was easily pinned by Bobby 
Fulton, who was barely conscious. There 
was mass confusion at the end of this bout 
and it appeared that Bobby Eaton was not 
the legal man in the ring for his team 
when he was pinned, yet, the decision 
stands and there are new NWA US. Tag 
Team Champions today. Rest assured 
that Cornette and his men will not rest 
until the belts are strapped once again 
around their waists and a long, even 
bloodier, feud between the two teams will 
be the result. @ 


The Fantastics won the NWA U.S. Tag 
Team titles from the Midnight Express 
in Chattanooga, Tenn. 


ust as we are going to press, Tenn. Hopefully, these matches will lot more aggressively than in the past. 
Kerry Von Erich and Jerry create some interest in both promotions The Rougeaus specifically want the fans 
Lawler have announced a series and even more importantly, leave not to confuse them with fellow French 
of AWA-WCCW Title unifica- wrestling with one less “World Canadian, Dino Bravo, who claims to hate 
tion matches to be held in June. The tenta- Champion.” America, as the Rougeaus “love” 
tive schedule was to be June 17th in People are talking about the Rougeau America. Their happy, excitable, upbeat 
Dallas, June 19th inSan Antonio andJune Brothers’ attitude change in the WWF. personalities seem to be contrived and 
23rd in Kansas City. A match will alsobe They now wish to be called the soon we expect the Rougeaus to become 
set for Lawler’s home area, Memphis, “Fabulous” Rougeaus and they wrestle a part of Frenchy Martin's French Army of 
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wrestlers. 

Jake “the Snake’ Roberts and 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude are going at it hot 
and heavy ever since Rude tried to give 
Jake's wife the “Rude Awakening” at TV 
tapings in Cape Girardeau, Mo. These 
two absolutely hate each other. 

By time you are reading this, Big Bubba 
Rogers will have debuted as Big Boss 
Man, the Midnight Rockers will have 
returned to the WWF, almost a year to 
the day of their previous WWF one night 
stand, Owen Hart should be in and the 
Iron Shiek might have returned. Out for 
sure are “the Natural” Butch Reed and 
Ricky “the Dragon” Steamboat. 

Surprisingly, Jim "the Anvil” Niedhart, 
at least for the time being, is siding with 
his partner, Bret "Hit Man” Hart, in his 
feud with “Bad News" Brown. If I was 
Hart, I wouldn't trust Niedhart for long. 
The Brown-Hart feud has delivered the 
best wrestling action WWF fans have 
seen in years and hopefully is a sign of 
good things to come as the WWF returns 
to wrestling action from its days as a 
carnival sideshow. 

There may be a new NWA Heavy- 
weight Champion by the time you are 
reading this. Lex Luger has been signed as 
the challenger for Ric Flair in Baltimore, 
Md. on July 10th. Everyone knows Lex 
has been gearing up for a shot at the “ten 
pounds of gold” for over two years and he 
might be ready to cop the crown. This 
show was scheduled for pay-per-view TV 
and to be seen across America on 
available pay-per-view capable Cable TV 
systems. 

Surprisingly, Barry Windham, though 
still a Horseman, is getting cheered at 
NWA matches, while Dusty Rhodes is 
getting booed. The girls love Barry and 
have forgiven him for his transgression. 
The Horsemen can only benefit from the 
inclusion of Windham into this “Elite” 
group. For one, it eliminates a serious 
challenger to all the Horsemen and 
secondly, Windham has already brought 
the U.S. Title back into the Horsemen 
fold. If ever the NWA World belt escapes 
from Ric Flair's grasp, then there will be 
two great wrestlers, possibly the two best 
in the NWA, working to get it back. 

Jimmy Garvin has finally spilled the 
beans. He and Precious are, indeed, 
husband and wife. Now if only McMahon 
would do the same and admit what is 
commonly known about Randy Savage 
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Jake “the Snake” Roberts is having a 
wild feud with “Ravishing” Rick Rude. 


and Elizabeth. Instead, rumors are he will 
stage a “wedding” between those two 
sometime this Summer hoping gullible 
wrestling fans will shell out $15 to 
witness this event on pay-per-view TY. 
Back to Garvin, Kevin Sullivan has 
apparently hypnotized Precious, who he 
calls by her real name, Patty, and she now 
wants nothing to do with Jimmy or 
Ronnie Garvin. The Garvins and the 
Varsity Club will settle their differences in 
the “Terror Dome” match, similar to 
WCCW’'s TRIPLE DOME OF TERROR. 

Leaving the NWA were Ricky Santana, 
Johnny Ace, Shane Douglas and the 
Terminator. The third member of the 
Varsity Club will soon be announced. As 
usual he is an underachieving former 
college athlete who played pro football. 
See if you can guess who he is. 

Buddy Roberts blinded Steve Simpson 
with the Freebird Hair Removal Cream at 
Texas Stadium in Irving. Roberts, 
wanting revenge on former friend Terry 
Gordy for cutting his hair earlier in the 
evening, had intended to use it on Gordy. 
He threw some cream in his direction, 
missed, and hit Simpson squarely in the 
eyes and face. His shrieks hushed the 
crowd and the stench in the air was 


horrendous. Simpson is still out of action 
with his return uncertain. Gordy, 
ironically, subbed for Shawn Simpson, 
who had injured his knee earlier in the 
Texas Round-Up Battle Royal. Because 
Steve Simpson was counted out of the 
ring, Jack Victory and “Hollywood” John 
Tatum were declared victorious and now 
hold both the Texas Tag and Wild West 
Tag belts. 

“Wild” Bill Irwin and Black Bart were 
suspended for thirty days by WCCW 
officials when they brawled outside the 
ring during the Texas Round Up. 
Officials had warned wrestlers before the 
Battle Royal began, not to do any fighting 
outside the ring or risk suspension. Irwin, 
wanting revenge on Bart, who hung him 
with a noose during their earlier match, 
couldn't contain himself and got a vaca- 
tion, and took Bart out of action, also. 

People are still talking about Michael 
Hayes’ new found friends, the Von 
Erichs. Wrestlers and fans alike know not 
to trust a Freebird and are wondering how 
long this truce can possibly last. 

The AWA has undertaken a major 
cross country tour with which they hope 
to drum up interest in this downtrodden 
promotion. The AWA has been hurt the 
most in the promotional battles, yet, the 
promoters continue to regroup and are 
continuing to sign new talent to take the 
place of the men leaving. The major stars 
of the AWA are AWA Champion, Jerry 
Lawler, Curt Hennig, Wahoo McDaniel, 


: ; s 
Steve Simpson was blinded by Buddy 
Roberts at Texas Stadium. 


Photos by Bob Bonner, Ron McDowell, T.J. and Stephen Beyer 
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Max Pain lost the C.W.A. Title to 
Brickhouse Brown on a forfeit. 


AWA Tag kingpins, Paul Diamond and 
Pat Tanaka and the Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Express, who won't be coming to the 
WWE after all. Youngsters such as the 
Cheetah Kid, Rocky Mountain Thunder, 
Teijo Khan, Krusher Krugeroff, Ricky 
Rice, among others help fill out the AWA 
roster. 

Carlos Colon has regained the WWC 
Universal Champion from Hercules 
Ayala. Joe Pedicino, who is the President 
of the WWC, prevented Ayala’s manager, 
Chicky Starr, from interfering in the his- 
toric match while Colon had Ayala 
trapped in the figure four leg lock. With- 
out his manager's help, Ayala had no 
choice but to submit and give up his belt. 

Manny Fernandez is causing all kinds 
of havoc in Puerto Rico. Manny enrages 
the Latino fans by proclaiming Mexican 
athletes to be better than Puerto Rican 
athletes and that he is the finest Latino 
athlete in the world. He has little respect 
for Colon, the Puerto Rican idol, and he 
recently beat Invader 3 to a bloody pulp 
on television. 


The Youngbloods hold all the tag 
straps in the WWC, as they won the 
World belts from Kendo Nagasaki and 
Mr. Pogo and the Carribean straps from 
the Kansas City Jayhawks, Bobby Jaggers 
and “Dandy” Dan Kroffat. Super Black 
Ninja is the Puerto Rican Champion and 
is feuding with the ex-champ Miguelito 
Perez. Ayala is still the Carribean 
Champion. Abdullah the Butcher holds 
the North American strap and the 
Invader is the TV Titleholder. Eddie 
Gilbert, Dutch Mantell and “Dangerous” 
Danny Spivey are some of the other top 
stars in the WWC. The Rock 'N’ Roll 
Express also is in and out regularly, 

Brickhouse Brown won the CWA 
Heavyweight Championship on a forfeit 
over Max Pain. Pain suffered a leg injury 
during a previous bout when he was 
attacked by Brown and the Cuban Choir 
Boys, who are the Southern Tag Cham- 
pions, and was unable to defend the title. 
Once hated, Pain is now a fan favorite in 
Memphis. 


er 


Eddie Gilbert has joined the 
“Dangerous Alliance” in Alabama. 


he 
The Rock 'N’ Roll Express have 
returned to the NWA. 


Robert Fuller is now the most hated 
man in Memphis as he has put together a 
new “Stud’s Stable” consisting of himself, 
Jimmy Golden and Gary Young. Fuller is 
feuding with Jeff Jarrett, whom he has hit 
over the head with a bottle twice in recent 
weeks. 

Others appearing in Memphis recently 
included: Curt Hennig, AWA Champ 
Jerry Lawler, Tojo Yamamoto and his 
new protege, Sin Sing, Dutch Mantell, Bill 
Dundee, Don Bass, Pat Tanaka and Paul 
Diamond, Tom Brandi and the Bruise 
Brothers, Ron and Don Harris. 

Action is really picking up in Alabama. 
Continental Wrestling has changed its 
name to the Continental Wrestling 
Federation and will soon be seen on 
Sunday nights on FNN/SCORE. A 
tournament will soon be held to name the 
first CWF Heavyweight Champion. 

Paul E. Dangerously has joined forces 
with Eddie Gilbert and Missy Hyatt as the 
“Dangerous Alliance’’ continues to 
expand throughout the country. It 
appears Eddie and Pau! will be going after 
Austin Idol, who turned down 
Dangerously'’s offer to rejoin the 
“Dangerous Alliance”. It is rumored that 
some of the other members of the 
“Dangerous Alliance” will soon appear in 
the CWF, this means men such as the 
“Original” Midnight Express, Dennis 
Condrey and Randy Rose, Cowboy Bob 
Orton and Dick Slater. 

The major feud in CWF wrestling is 
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between Tony Anthony and Dr. Tom from time to time. Johnny Smith and Chris Benoit are 
Pritchard. They had a wild parking lot The big news in the Central States area feuding over the Commonwealth strap. 
brawl recently to cap off a feud that is the recent alliance of that promotion Others in Stampede include: Gama Singh, 
started when Anthony hung Pritchard with World Class, Talent such as Terry Brick Bronksky, Biff Wellington, Yang 
from the ring with handcuffs andanoose. Taylor, Kevin & Kerry Von Erich, Chung, Steve Blackman, Randy Thatcher 
Bottles, chains, and any weapon not tied “Iceman” King Parsons and others will and Johnathan Holliday. 

down have been used as thesetwo men go now be seen regularly in that area. This Playboy Buddy Rose and Col. DeBeers 
all out to put the other out wrestling once has created tremendous interest amongst have returned to the Pacific Northwest 
and for all. the long-time fans in that area, as after long absences. Don Owens Promo- 

Shane Douglas left the NWA for this attendance has been pickingup. The mentions, who is involved in a promotional 
promotion and others appearing in the who have always been the top stars in feud with the Oregon Wrestling Federa- 
CWF include; Bulldog Bob Brown, Mark Kansas City, names such as Central States ion, has pulled no punches in bringing in 
Young, Ken Wayne, Rikki Nelson, Champ, DJ. Peterson, WWA World top talent for his promotion. Rose is 
Danny Davis, Tracy Smothers, Mr. Champion, Mike George and TV Cham- feuding with the Assassin and Billy Two 
Olympia, Lord Humongous (who just pion, Masa Chono all continue to wrestle Eagles while DeBeers is feuding with 
turned fan favorite), Detroit Demolition, here, giving the fans a large, much needed Scott Peterson. These two long-time 
and Sgt. Bob Carter. People are dose of top quality wrestling action, some- partners and friends may eventually team 
wondering what is going on between thing the fans have craved since the up to challenge tag Champions, Peterson 
long-time partners Ken Wayne and promotion broke from the NWA. Specu- and Steve Doll, who regained those belts 
Danny Davis. They are not getting along lation is about when, or if, Mike George from "Golden Boy" Golden and the 
too well inside or outside the ring and will get a crack at WCCW Champion, Avalanche. Other long time NW fan 
sooner or later, unless things are settled Kerry Von Erich, to unify the belts. As favorites have returned recently. Jesse 
quickly, a violent feud will explode already mentioned earlier, Von Erich will Barr came back and in his second 
between these two men. take a stab at Jerry Lawler's title inK.C.in appearence turned into Jimmy Jack Funk 

U.S.A. Championship Wrestling con- late June. The Central States area has when his brother, Art Barr, brought out 
tinues to bring top talent to Tennessee always had some of the most loyal fans in JJ's trademark mask and bull rope. 
and Georgia. The U.S.A. Heavyweight the sport, and Bob Geigel has been one of Barr/Funk is feuding with the NW 
Champ is the Mongolian Stomper, whois the most respected promoters in the Heavyweight Champion, the Grappler. 
managed by Ron Wright. He is feuding world and it is good to see everyone Also in,on occasion, is Matt Borne. Matt's 
with the Bullet, who he hopes to unmask benefitting after some hard times. father, “Tough Tony” Borne, refereed one 
and reveal to be Bob Armstrong. Buddy Owen Hart lost the Stampede North of the Funk-Grappler matches. Others 
Landell defeated Doug Furnas to winthe American Championship to Makhan appearing in Portland included: Tom 
Tennessee Heavyweight title. The Rock Singh on May 6th. Owen won that strap Zenk, Steve Austin, the Shogun, Al 
and Roll R.P.M.’s are the U.S. Tag from Singh on April 10th, 1987, making Madril and the Terminator, 

Champions, him the longest reigning titleholder ever. In some Independent news, the Oregon 

Recently, Bill Dundee turned bad after The ending was controversial. Owen Wrestling Federation got off the ground 
interfering in a match between the sunset flipped Singh, but, Singh’s half- in early May with a tournament to namea 
R.P.M.'s and Johnny and Davey Rich. He brother, Vulcan, threw him acane which Heavyweight Champion. Men who 
helped the R.P.M.'s beat the Richs intoa he used to hook onto the ropes and keep appeared in the tournament included: 
bloody mess after it appeared new from being flipped over and pinned. Billy Jack Haynes, Kevin Kelly, Rip 
Champions would be crowned When Hart landed on the mat, Singh sat Oliver, Hercules Haggerty, Joey Jackson, 

Others wrestling for this promotion his 380 Ib. body on Owen and took the Chavo Guerrero, "Mean" Mike Miller, J.T. 
include; Terry Gordy, Wendall Cooley, belt. Owen has since left for Japan, and Southern, Dewey Forte, Cocoa Samoa and 
Scott and Steve Armstrong, NWA jr. later the WWF. Brian Pillman and Bruce Blackstud Williams. Others said to be 
Heavyweight Champion, Nelson Royal, Hart are still the Tag Champions, a title coming in include Corporal Kirschner, 
Austin Idol, The Dog, the Intern, Hector they have held for over a year. They are Johnny Ace, Ricky Santana and the 
Guerrero and Tommy Rich. feuding with the Carribean Connection, Terminator. 

Georgia Championship Wrestlingcon- the Cuban Assassin and Jerry Morrow, for Windy City Wrestling is still going 
tinues to promote around the entire state. that title. strong in the Chicago area. They drew a 
Tommy Rich and Ted Oates won atour- _Jason the Terrible continues to be pop- large crowd to the Chicago Amphitheatre 
nament to become the Tag Champs. They ular in the area. The deranged maniac is to see Nord the Barbarian face Bruiser 
beat Dick Slater and Cowboy Bob Orton feuding with Makhan Singh over the N.A. Brody and buoyed by that success will 
in the final match. Others in the Title and these two have had some wild continue to promote there regularly. A 
tournament included: Mr Wrestling and brawls. Nothing or nobody is safe when TV show, seen on Channel 66 in Chicago, 
Mr Wrestling 2, Jerry Blackwell and these two vicious men enter an arena to has just debuted and should create even 
Mighty Igor, Sugar Ray Lloyd and Steve face each other. more interest in Chi-Town. Men 
Pritchard, Sandy Beech and Doug Somers, Kerry Brown, formerly hated, isnow a appearing for Windy City Wrestling 
Hoss & Joel Deaton, Randy Rose & Mr. fan favorite after helping Bad Company include: WCW Tag Champs, the 
Atlanta and the Zebra Warriors, The keep the tag straps during a match with Terminators, WCW Heavyweight 
Rock 'N' Roll Express also appear here Karachi Vice. Champ, Steve Regal, who is feuding with 
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Frankie "the Thumper” Lancaster is 
feuding with Jim Backlund in Florida. 


Col. DeBeers, the Windy City Dream 
Team, Buddy Rose and Doug Somers, the 
Midnight Rockers and expected soon, 
Eddie Gilbert, along with his new 
manager, Paul E. Dangerously, who 
already manages DeBeers here. 

Florida Championship Wrestling has 
started up on Florida's West Coast. 
Promoted by Gordon Solie, Mike Graham 
and Steve Keirn, this promotion hopes to 
bring back the glory days of Florida 
Wrestling. They are promoting every 
Tuesday at the Tampa Fairgrounds and 
hope to soon have a card every night of 
the week in Florida and the Bahamas. The 
Florida Tag Champions are Graham and 
Keirn and a tournament is being held to 
find a Florida Heavyweight Champion. 
They do not recognize the NWA’s 
claimant to the title, Rick Steiner. Men 
appearing for this promotion include: the 
Star Riders, #1 contenders for the tag 
belts, Frankie "the Thumper” Lancaster, 
who is feuding with Jim Backlund, a man 
who is extremely hated, the Snowman, 
former NWA Jr. Heavyweight 
Champion, Denny Brown, Lou Perez, 
Scotty the Body, the Mighty Yankee and, 
amazingly, Scott McGhee. McGhee 
suffered what was thought to be a career- 
ending stroke in late January yet, is back 
wrestling so quickly and is apparently 
healthy. Sean Royal is rumored to be 
coming to this promotion in the near 
future. 

. Further up the East Coast, Northeast 
Championship Wrestling has a busy 
schedule of cards throughout the Summer 
with several taking place in Newark, NJ. 
at the Quality Inn. Men working for this 
promotion include: NECW Champion, 
Johnny Rodz, Prof. Tanaka, Abdullah the 
Butcher, Cousin Luke, Ted Arcidi, Tony 
Atlas, “Pretty Boy” Larry Sharpe, Sgt. 


Slaughter, the Russian Assassin, "Crazy" 
Luke Graham, Mondo Kleen and the 
Power Twins. Kamala is about to join 
NECW to feud with Tony Atlas. 

The U.S.W.A. continues to promore 
cards throughout the Northeast corridor 
of the country. They promote mainly for 
charitable organizations and use such men 
as America's Champion, Sgt. Slaughter, 
Capt. Lou Albano, Afa the Samoan, Rocky 
Johnson, the Cheetah Kid, Tonga Kid 2, 
Samu the Samoan, Misty Blue Simms and 
her arch-rival Linda Dallas, Larry 
Winters, Mike Kahlua, Ron Shaw, Jules 
Strongbow, Abdullah the Butcher, Dick 
the Bruiser, Bruiser Brody, “Bulldog” Don 
Kent, Jerry Graham Jr. and David 
Sammartino. If you are interested in 
promoting a U.S.W.A. show on behalf of 
a charitable organization, you can contact 
promoter, Bob Raskin, at the following 
phone number (800) 752-7774 ext. 200. 

Wrestling Stars Intl. is the name of a 
new group which has been bringing fine 
talent to the New York area. Top stars 
such as Tommy Rich, Dick Slater, Michael 
Hayes and the Iron Shiek have appeared 
regularly for this promotion. Chris 
Adams has appeared occasionally, also. A 
name to watch in the future is “Cactus” 
Jack Foley, an up and coming villain who 
is quickly making a name for himself in 
this promotion. He gave Chris Adams all 


is returning to the NWA. This is good 
news for all the R'N’R fans who have 
bombarded this office asking us to do 
something to get Robert and Ricky back 
to the NWA. 


OF INTEREST TO 


FOR NOVELTY Gifts of value, humor, thought, love and 
Ta gsi Send $10 to: Gifts, Box 7881, Amarillo, TX 
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INTERNATIONAL Pen Friends. Worldwide contacts. For 
| information regarding memberships, send SASE to: 260 
Buckingham #303, San Francisco, CA 94132. 
PREVENT AIDS. Facts, solutions. = 00, 410 West 
Coast(SPS), Newport Beach, CA 92663, 
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troduce you to an unspoiled Oriental Beauty. $3. brings 
pictes,. ral cl bade Japan International, 
027(SPS), ngevale, CA 95662. 


YOU CAN BE COOL! 
LEARN THE SECRETS 


Used by the COOLEST guys in the world! HOW 
Your friends will be amazed by the NEW YOU /to be 
Send $500 TODAY tor BOOKLET COOL 
JADS, PO. Box 61, Kitchener, Ontario N2G. 1M6 | 


NEW! 


he could handle in arecent match on Long BUILD HUGE MUSCLES FAST 
Island. Others in this promotion include: fh, EASY LATEST BREAKTHROUGHS tel 
P wt . h 
Bialo the Giant, George Skoaland, King ear Lose Fat. GUARANTEED 
Kahlua, Lou Fabiano, Billy "the Kid" r i RESULTS! FREE REPORT. Send stamp 


+. MUSCLE TECH 
be 43811(W) W. Capitol Dr. 
Suite 246, Brookfield, WI 53005 
“FEMALE WATER WRESTLING” 
VHS Video - Brochure $1.00 
MIKE’S 
446 W.D. St. 
Lemoore, CA 93245 


Woods, Dom DeNucci 
Steele. 

The U.S.W.F, promotes in the 
Boston area. They have used people such 
as the U.S,W.F. Heavyweight Champion, 
“Superstar” Richard Byrne, female 
Champ, Jamie West, the Iron Shiek, the 
Mad Russian, Bruiser Brody, the Blue 
Max, Brutus and Betty Black Feather, Bill 
Rossi and “Battleship” Bob Conley. Their 
TV show is seen on various Cable TV 
systems around the Boston area. 

Finally an unfortunate rumor must be 
addressed. For the past month a story has 
been making the rounds that Paul 
Orndorff had died, This is not so! “Mr. 
Wonderful” has retired from the ring due 
to a shoulder injury that did not heal 
properly. He is living in Tampa, Florida 
and owns several bowling alleys in the 
area. 

This just in, Crockett Promotions has 
announced that the Rock 'N’ Roll Express 


and Preston 


* wlldCAT Studios « 
SEE SEXY YOUNG GIRLS DO 
BATTLE! CATfight videos, 
stories and more! VHS only. 
Send $1.00 for brochure to: 

wlldCAT Studios, 9333 E. Apache Tr., 
Sulte 21, Box 104, Mesa, AZ 85207 
NO ARIZONA SALES! 
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THE LORD’S MANOR 


By SHEEPHERDER LORD JONATHAN BOYD 


nternational Championship Wres- 

tling, now seen throughout the world, 

via satellite, is currently signing some 

of the greatest names in Pro Wres- 
tling: the Iron Shiek, Tony Atlas, Rocky 
Johnson, George Skaaland, Vic Steamboat 
and myself, just to name a few of the 
greats. 

All of these wrestlers are after the 
holder of the International Heavyweight 
Title, held by Joe Savoldi. Joe has so far 
proven himself to be a people's Cham- 
pion, defending majestically against all 
comers. In a recent TV non-title bout, Joe 
wrestled the newest and meanest 
Moondog ever to enter the squared 
circle—Moondog Spike. Managed by the 
Duke, Moondog Spike has made wres- 
ling history even outside the United 
States. The Duke signed Spike to a long 
term contract after watching him destroy 
all the wrestling greats Japan had to offer. 
The Duke then mushed Spike to the Inter- 
national battlegrounds where the 
Moondog has since been howling and 
prowling, vicious and mean, hurting every 
wrestler he fights. 

Moondog Spike is 285 lbs. of animal- 
istic brawn, with firey red eyes setting off 
a shaggy beard and head of hair. He wields 
a large thigh bone and is lead by a dog 
collar into the ring, by his manager, the 
Duke. Spike seems disoriented as he 
comes into the roar of the crowd. Luckily, 
the Duke manages to get him into the 
ring. Moondog then attacks his 
Opponents, not unlike a pit bull that 
would show no mercy to a dying foe. 
Moondog Spike becomes uncontrollable 
as the referees try to pull him off his foe. 
Moondog Spike is turning into a 
wrestler's nightmare. 

In a recent interview, Joe Savoldi was 
asked his opinion of Moondog Spike, and 
of the probability of a future title for the 
Moondog. Joe answered: “I will defend 
my International Heavyweight belt any 
time, any place, against any wrestler that 
has proven himself to both the officials 
and promoters of International Cham- 
pionship Wrestling. Now, regarding a 
title shot for Moondog Spike, I have 
wrestled the Moondog and he is nothing 
but an animal, an animal even his 


24 WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT 


Moondog Spike i is gunning Tse 1C WV Champ, Joe Savolds, and Jonathan is waiting 
to wrestle the winner. 


manager can't control. I have been hit by 
his huge dog bone, he has split my head 
with chains and has sunk his teeth into 
various portions of my anatomy. Spike 
has been disqualified as many times as he 
has won matches, and, has, as far as I 
know, never been pinned down for the 
count of 1-2-3. I want to be the first 
wrestler to pin the Moondog. | also plan 
to defend my title belt. Both accomplish- 
ments will make me an even greater 
Champion in the eyes of officials and fans 
alike. So, my answer is YES!" 

After I, Lord Jonathan Boyd heard Joe 
Savoldi’s statement about Moondog Spike 
and the Duke, I wasted no time getting 
into my new Lincoln Mark VII Luxury 
Sports Coupe and putting the pedal to the 
metal. Leaving the Lord's Manor behind 
me, I headed at high speeds to Moondog 
Spike's training camp. There I was to 
interview the Duke and to get his state- 
ment regarding Joe Savoldi's verbal attack 
on Spike. I found the Duke sitting on the 
Moondog's back while Spike did push- 
ups. 

The Duke informed me he had heard 
what the new Champion had said about 
Spike, and his own comments were as 
follows: “Joe Savoldi claims that 


Moondog Spike is nothing but a wild 
animal. I will be the first to admit this 
truth, but what makes Moondog different 
is that he is an wnbeatable animal with a 
big brain. My brain and my money is 
behind him. When he beats Joe Savoldi 
and becomes the I.C.W. Champion, he 
will be a rich, brainy animal and I, the 
Duke, will take my rightful place among 
the greatest managers in the world. 
Remember, Joe Savoldi, that there is an 
old saying “Every dog has his day”, even 
my Moondog Spike”. 

While driving home to the Lord's 
Manor on the lake, even I had to wonder 
what would happen if “Jumping” Joe 
Savoldi has enough guts to defend his title 
against the awesome attack of Moondog 
Spike. I think that Joe is the better 
wrestler, but, the Duke is smarter and the 
Moondog is tougher. To be really honest, 
as Lord of the Realm, who has royal blood 
flowing through my veins, I would love to 
see these two Yanks spill some Yankee 
blood. Ha! And whoever wins will have to 
defend the LC.W. Title against yours 
truly, Lord Jonathan Boyd, Australia’s and 
New Zealand's greatest Sheepherder 
wrestler. Long Live the Lord! God Save 
the Queen!! @ 


Photos by Steve Stogdale 


Please check desired tape(s). 


| VOLUME 1 “Cowboy” Bob Orton punishes anyone who dares to challenge him. 
Also wrestling are Rick McCord, The Assassins, Vinnie Valentino, Dick Slater, 
ff John Bonello and more, 


C] VOLUME 2 Greg “The Hammer” Valentine slams, whacks and pounds on Brett 
| FROM Ri Hart. Also wrestling are Mark and Jay Youngblood, Ninja, Magic Dragon, Kelli 
Kiniski, “Cowboy” Bob Orton, Dick Slater, Rick McCord, Jack and Jerry Briscoe 
Rl and more, 
START- T0-FINISH, J VOLUME 3 Ricky Steamboat demonstrates all of his dynamic energy as he applies 
a q the punishing science of wrestling. Also Merpsd a The Great Kabuki, Dorey 
i i Funk Jr., Jake “The Snake” Roberts, Jay Youngblood, Golden Boy Grey, Bugsy McGraw, 
aon ghee ep Howie oye by eg Tom Lenz, Jack and Jerry Briscoe, Rick McCord and more. 
avorite battles of the brawlers doing a VOLUME 4 “Rowdy” Roddy Piper at his rowdiest. Also wrestling are Chavo 
their best to crush, flip, rumble, twist Guerro, Ben Alexander, Ri¢ky Steamboat, Jay Youngblood, Tom Lenz, Dick Slater, ORDER ANY 3 TAPES 
and wham their opponents into the mat bine hyecd mans Kelli Kiniski, The Great Kabuki, Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, John AND RECEIVE THIS 


for the count, all in the comfort and VOLUME 5 Featuring NWA Champ Ric Flair at his best. Also wrestling are 
Brickhouse Jones, Kelli Kiniski, Golden Boy Grey, Tom Lenz, “Cowboy” Bob MADISON gt 
GARDENS TAPE FREE! 
' 


= J 


Orton, Mark Lewin, Kevin Sullivan, Vinnie Valentino, The Assassins, Rick McCord, 
Rufus “Freight Train” Jones, Bugsy McGraw, Baron Von Reski, John Bonello and more. 
VOLUME 6 A tag team feast featuring The Assassins as they use their destructive ‘ 
forces in an attempt to annihilate their opponents. Also wrestling are John © Watch the powerful Antonino 
Bonello, Mark Lewin, Kevin Sullivan, Chavo Guerro, Wahoo McDaniel, Tom Lenz, Rick Rocca and some of the greatest 
McCord, Jack and Jerry Briscoe and more. tl b f il ti R 
VOLUME 7 Love him or hate him, Wahoo McDaniel uses his experience asa Wrestlers of all times. hocca 
linebacker to pound away on his opponents until the final count ends the bout.  Slaughters his opponents with his 
Also wrestling are Ric Flair, Golden Boy Grey, The Assassins, Magic Dragon, Rufus j ; -kic 
“Freight Train" Jones, Mark and Jay Youngblood, Kelli Kiniski and more. aUASING flying drop kick. 
VOLUME 8 See why Mike Rotundo and his partner have repeatedly defeated the Please rush me —_—___ 
arch villains of wrestling, Also wrestling are The Assassins, John Bonello, Chavo tape(s) @ $14.95 each $ 
Guerro, Magic Dragon, Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, Rufus “Freight Train” Jones, Minnesota Residents add 
Kelli Kiniski, Ben Alexander, Mike and Jay Youngblood, Ricky Steamboat, Tom Lenz, 6% Sales Tax 
the Terrible Link and more. - 
VOLUME 9 The powerful Rock'n'Roll Express tag team runs full speed ahead into ee aae ng 
the team of Jake “The Snake" Roberts and The Barbarian. An incredible match —— — 
that keeps the fans screaming. TOTAL DUE: $ 
VOLUME 10 Ric Flair vs. Butch Reed. Can Flair handle the heavy hitting Reed? m 
This is a crazed match that takes a different course and leaves the winner angry. C)Check C] Money Order 


. : This is super star wrestling! MasterCard # 
privacy of your own home. Build your u VOLUME 11 Two heated and furious matches. Kamala takes on Butch Reed while yi. 
own wrestling library of favorite stars i} Chavo Guerro takes on Steve Keirn of the Fabulous Ones, What will Guerro do me 
; ; with the can of paint? Non-stop action from start to finish. Exp. Date 
and events with these quality VHS VOLUME 12 An explosive tag team free for all between the Fabulous Ones and the ied 
tapes each in their own li Guerros. They brawl in and out of the ring, chairs fly and blood spills. Highenergy Signature 


action from start to finish. ; 
VOLUME 13 Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer in a chain match against Hacksaw Duggan. Name 
This one is wild and vicious. The unpredictable Dick Slater hooks up with Jake Address 


colorful, clearly-marked, 
protective sleeve, 


Each tape has “The Snake" Roberts in a supercharged match that keeps the crowd screaming 
and guessing, City 

re cl d VOLUME 14 Ted DiBiase and Bob Sweetan get it on as soon as the introductions q Zi 
matches selecte are done. In and out of the ring it is war as chairs become weapons, Isn't Adrian State _____________Zip 
regardless of their sweet? Don't let the pigtails, nylons and make-up fool you. Terry Taylor isn't fooled as Telephone ( ) 
affiliation Only th these two show you what wrestling is all about. P : 

» Unly the VOLUME 15 Kamala The Ugandan Giant stomps on Hacksaw Duggan but that is Mail to: 
best, power-packed | not the end of this match! The Bruise Brothers and the Sheepherders hook up ina VA | UE D iT REC T I 

ti h h fe h f tag war. Jake “The Snake” Roberts and Humongous let it al) out in a cage match. There 

matches were chosen for hours 0 is no eocape. PO. Box 25139 
enjoyment for your whole family for the | VOLUME 16 Butch Reed and Dick Slater in a non disqualification match that is Minneapolis. MN 55458 Bi 
price of a single ring-side ticket. fi cept pag and pure nanos. erp eae Pagan “ the rules! Pus, 

7 VOLUME 17 A tag team ouse of violence. Jake “The ‘e" Roberts and = ! 
Backed with the Congress Golden Hacksaw Duggan vs. Nightmare and Humongous in a ferocious battle that erupts |S E 435, 


Send your 


Guarantee for your satisfaction. Non- ui as each man pulls out every dirty trick in the book in non-stop mayhem. 


stop vari j VOLUME 18 This six man tag team war brings you the ultimate in professional P cn 
p variety and excitement on 19 wrestling. Al Perez, Rick Gibson and Hector Guerro vs. Dr. Death, Eddie Gilbert v nddiess tor 


volumes of star-studded tapes, so get and Nightmare show no mercy in this wild match. WRESTLING] your FREE Wrestling 
VIDEOS Video Catalog. 


your popcorn, relax on your couch and 
oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee CLIP AND MAIL! 2 ee 


name and 


let the fights begin! g ALLORDERS SHIPPED PROMPTLY. 


"Five years ago, Ox 
put Randy Savage 
down with the 
Heart Punch. Ox 
Says Savage re- 
members and is 
afraid to wrestle 
him now. 


fter getting an entire month 
of full night's sleep, the phone 
once again rang in the middle 
of the night, waking me up. I 
didn’t even have to pick up the receiver to 
know who had disturbed my arousing 
dream of Heather Locklear clad only in a 
washcloth, a very small washcloth 
(Tommy Lee, I challenge you to a winner- 
take-all wrestling match anywhere in the 
country). 

Ox Baker's loud, burly voice echoed 
over the phonelines, “Damn! Damn, 
you're a hard man to reach! Why the hell 
did you change your cottonpickin' 
number!” “Ox, Ox quiet down one 
second.” I tried to once again clear my 
head from this unexpected intrusion. “No 
I'm not gonna quiet down! I've got me a 


26 WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


THE HEART PUNCH 


A no holds barred look at Professional Wrestling, 


straight from the heart! 


By OX BAKER as told to STEVE PFEFFER 


> 


gripe that’s just gotta be told!" I was the 
one starting to get a little angry now, “If 
you don’t quiet down I'm going to hang up 
on you, and you can call me back when 
you've gotten ahold of your senses.” 

A hush came over the airwaves, so 
silent you could hear a pin drop. A much 
calmer Ox started to talk again, “I'm sorry, 
I'm sorry. How could Hulk do this to me?? 
What a rat!.” 

“Ox, give it to me slowly, that’s better, 
let it all hang out.” 

For once good old Ox kept his cool, 
“Hulk Hogan knew I was finally coming, 
the fans all heard it, they were ready for 
the big Ox. The match of matches was just 
around the corner, Hulk knew it too, the 
one match he didn’t want. No, he knew he 
couldn't take Ox Baker's heart stopping 


punch. He knew he would go down, so he 
pulled a dirty trick on Ox and the whole 
wrestling world. . . he let a man he beat 
ten to twenty times win his WWF World 
belt! Everyone in wrestling knows Savage 
can't beat Hulk, that’s been proven time 
and time again. Hulk knows that “Macho 
Man” Savage will never give Ox a title 
shot. He knows it, the fans know it, the 
whole wrestling world knows it, Ox Baker 
will never get a title shot.” 

I was shocked! Here you have a man 
who has been in wrestling for about 
twenty five years, knows the business in- 
side out and says that “Macho Man” could 
never defeat Hulk Hogan? “Ox, how do 
you figure that Savage would never defeat 
Hulk? In the last few months as Cham- 
pion he has already defended the WWF 
title against more opponents than Hogan 
did in his entire Championship reign.” 

“Oh, yes I know that. Honky Tonk, One 
Man Gang, Valentine. A bunch of 
nobodies, but let's look back a few years. 
Randy Savage was I.C.W. champ for three 
years and never gave Ox one title shot. 
Yes, Ron Garvin had fifty chances, Lanny 
Poffo had eighty shots. A few guys got 
their chances. But Savage “The Macho 
Man” (Ha!), wouldn't or didn’t give Ox a 
chance. Oh, he got in the ring with Ox 
Baker, and do you know what? At the end 
of the match Savage got carried out! Yea! 
He'll tell everybody that someone helped 
Ox out, that he got hit with an object of 
some kind. But the truth? He took the 
heart punch and couldn't get back up!! 
Before the world calls me a liar, I've got it 
on tape to show the whole world. Savage 
took the Heart Punch and couldn't get 
back up. Yes I would show the tape, the 
day Savage signs his name for a match, to 
show the whole world, the fans and the 
wrestling world. Also Hulk, you bum! I 
haven't forgotten you. If you keep 
avoiding me I've got a three hundred 
pound Russian named the Russian Brute 
who I will teach the Heart Punch to, then 
bring him to the WWF to beat you up! So 
stop hiding from me!” 

“Savage, little man I await your answer. 
Wrestle all the bums and win, or take on 
the big Ox and lose... I double dare you!!!! 
I'm sorry I yelled, but damn it, I'm mad! 
Good Night.” @ 


CALL TOLL FREE FOR C.0.D. ORDERS} 
INSTANT ORDERING ($15.00 minimum orders) 


TOLL FREE 1-800-582-4343 


IN CALIFORNIA CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-233-8578 
24 HOURS A DAY....7 DAYS A WEEK 


SEND $1.00 
VIDEO LIST 


The Fierce World of * 
FEMALE FIGHTING | 


AS YOU’VE NEVER BEFORE SEEN IT! 
The fee source for England’s Female Combat material 
from L Scott Sates 


NEW VIDEOS from ENGLAND!!! 
$40.00 


PART II 
ATURE EV4 
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EV3 APPIOX: 


30 mins. 
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DOUBLE FEA 


approx. 
30 mins. 
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T-SHIRT TUSSLES 

Take a petite demure babe like Sarah-blonde 
and busty, pl her against a tall dark skinned 
sultry lady like Jakie then sit back and enjoy. 


SANDY SCOTT VS. THE BLACK WIDOW 


—and — (Male vs. female) From the Spring collection, a 

THE BLACK WIDOW mixed pro-wrestling contest with the contestants 
One of our own London gals takes on the wut 400 Ibs. — so what does the match add 
might and menace of the U.S.A. The masked, td to? It adds up to Suspense! Excitment! A tough 
mysterious, mean and moody Black Widow _bitch/butch battlin’bout where ‘Super’ Sandy Scott 
gives no quarter for the members of her own represents Bonnie Scotland against the pioneer 


BATTLIN! BUSTY BABES 


This action-packed video features a 5 
less grudge match as blonde and big 
busted Sarah faces dark and lithe Donna, 
each girl out to beat the other, Sarah may 
be little but she is also lethal, Confidence 
can be deceiving, but seeing Is beleiving 


DIZZY ADAMS VS. 


as yen Sarah takes on oy Donna in 
this catfighting classic. Painful chokini 
action you won't want to miss, One o 
the very best-test us. 


FGM20 $7.50 


FGM21 $7.50 


A wild melee breaks out In which T-shirts are 
ripped to shreds and these girls really tear into 
each other in a topless match with chest grab- 
bing, hair pulling action. 


a | 
AIAST $8.00 he 


FIGHTING GALS MONTHLY #20 


sex. Although we all speak the same lan: yeas 
on both sides of the pond this Black 

~ not heed the public warnings of ine i“ 
eree, 


S 


CL #23 $8.09 


spirit of wild frontiers and even wilder women...aw- 
some Black Widow from the U.S.A. An exclusive 
live — that made for an electrifying afternoon 
combat! 


PECTACULAR 
WRESTLING VIDEOS 


~@ NUDE HOT TUB CATFIGHTING 
This three battle tape features three exotic 
melees in a California hot tub. First two women 
in a violent battle of arm nelsons and chokes. 
Second a volleyball game ending when the 
dominant winner smashes the spent loser's 
head against the sandy beach & straddles the 
poor girl into an emotion-filled loss. Last, two 

londes strip the dark beauty and throw the 
outmanned girl Into the hot tub & work her 
over with chokes, dunks and tit mashes. 60 
mins, 8V29 $69.95 


This issue compares female fighting in the US. and 
Britain. Who has the more impressive wrestlers in real 
competition? Which country demands to see violent 
knockouts? Also an in-depth feature on the true pioneer 
of wrestling Sue Brittain. Sue held the ladies title till 
1981 when she decided to retire but these all-out action 
photos show why the “Champion of Champions" is sadly 
missed but never forgotten. Finally we have 2 erotic 
apartment house catfights. pea ad two beautiful girls 
in high heels & miniskirts, FGM20 


FIGHTING GALS MONTHLY #21 


AMAZONS IN ACTION #37 

Topless wrestling is the featured event and a full house 
watched the action as the W.C.S. held two exciting tour- 
naments at the clubs South London venue, The arene 
highlight was a fast and furious action-packed mate! 

between two pretty little blond girls (Marie & Kelly) wear- 
ing only bikini briefs. Topless boxing fans were treated 
to 4 separate hard fought matches in the final part of 
this successful W.C.S. tounament. Also - when a mother 
wrestles her daughter to decide a club champion the 
competition is fierce and creates mat mayhem, This is 


BIG BREAST BASHERS 
Four matches, three topless. Two by * 
breasted beauties, boobs are twisted 
smashed and flashing nails find their 
targets until one giant heaving body is 
prone on the floor, Also two amazons 
who don't like to lose! Plus a fast paced 


Io 


LADY WRESTLING 
LW101 30 mins. $40 


GLOW IL, the saga continues...non- 
stop action and entertainment. 
Those is ladies of wrestlin 
are ba is time with Jackie Stal- 
lana (Sly mom), manager of the 


exactly what happens in Vancouver, Washington and 


‘ll 
Amazons in Action #37 is there and brings it to you oot ai MTV Music videos youll never 
AIA37 $8.00 


MTV. Seven matches in all. 
re rains. THE-1004 $65.00 4 


battle between a surfer wen. tan & 
blonde vs. the well built Italian beauty 
queen, and more! 60 mins. GV48 $69.95 


A young but inspired wrestler (Julie Fielding) thought 
she had it made with a shot at the champion Goldy 
Weils. At almost 6 feet tall, Julie had a significant height 
and weight advantage, but can she overcome the vast 


"SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


experience and skill which has made little blonde Gold 
a vor champion for years, Also two grappling fomnalas ‘ To Order Check Box in Front of Each Title CHOOSE [2 VHS or = BETA f 
pa aaah Credit towards purchase C PART | EV3 $40.00 1) PART Ii EV4 $40.00 BUY BOTH FOR $75.00 | 
2 BIG BREAST BASHERS GV48 $69.95 
te 0 ONUDE HOTTUB CATFIGHTING SV29 $69.95 ] 
y © GLOW Il THE1004 $65.00 LOW | THE1002 $65.00 
WANT MORE EXPLICIT ACTION? From the | * S] LADY WRESTLING LW101 $40.00 * | 
WRESTLING VIDEO FIGHTING HELLCATS TORRID BITCHES } AIA 37 $8 each (33 for $20 
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TED DIBIASE: 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
BOUND? 


By SANDY KREBS 


The Heavyweight Championship of the 
World has eluded Ted DiBiase throughout his 
career. His frustration caused him to try to 
buy the gold from Hulk Hogan, which caused 
chaos as well as making Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage a World Champion. DiBiase has not 
given up however, as his dream continues 
on, to become the World Champion. 


tlantic City, N.J., a tournament to crown a 

new WWF “undisputed” World Champion 

is being held at Wrestlemania IV. Ted 

DiBiase caused this tournament to be held, 

as he bought the WWF Gold from Andre 

the Giant, just after Andre had defeated 

Hulk Hogan in Indianapolis to win the 

strap. WWF President, Jack Tunney, ruled 

the title buying to be illegal and stripped 

Ted of the gold, ordering a tournament to be 
held to find a new Champion. However, during the 
days it took for the decision to be rendered and for 
DiBiase to be stripped of the belt, he got a taste of 
what it was like to be a World Champion, as he wore 
the belt to the ring and was announced as the “new 
World Champion” on several occasions. The ecstacy 
of hearing those words was clearly seen in the smirk 
on the titleholder’s face as his dream of becoming 
World Champion had been fulfilled after over a 
decade in the sport. Hungry was the description for 
DiBiase as he entered the ring at Wrestlemania for 
his first round match with former friend, 
“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan. He had a hunger to get 
back what had been stolen from him, illegally he 
said, by the actions of Hulk Hogan, whom he said 
paid Tunney to strip him of the strap. He beat 
Duggan to advance in the tournament due to Andre 
the Giant's illegal interference. He beat Don 
Muraco to make it to the finals of the tournament, 
after Andre and Hogan eliminated the need for the 
second semi-final match by eliminating each other 
from the tournament via a double disqualification. 
DiBiase was confident he would win the strap, he 
considered Hogan to be his primary challenger for 
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Ted DiBiase claims he was cheated out of the 
WWF Title in Atlantic City and vows to win the 
belt from Randy Savage soon. 
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watch his back. 


the gold, if he could get by him, the gold 
was assured to be his. DiBiase drew the 
“Macho Man” Randy Savage as his 
opponent in the final match. As was his 
custom, he brought Andre the Giant and 
his bodyguard, Virgil, to the ring for the 
final match. Savage brought his 
manager / wife Elizabeth out for the bout. 
Fans in attendance anticipated a top 
quality match as it featured possibly the 
two best wrestlers in the WWF, Savage 
and DiBiase, in a battle to the finish witha 
the reward being the World Champion- 
ship and all the wealth the wearer of the 
crown deserves. 

Blatant interference by Andre, as well 
as Virgil, marred the early parts of the 
match, as DiBiase knew Elizabeth would 
be helpless to stop a three-on-one 
onslaught that could bring his crew the 
gold. Finally, Savage had enough, he told 
Elizabeth to go back to the dressing room 
and bring his new-found friend, and 
DiBiase’s worst enemy, former 
Champion, Hulk Hogan to the ring. At 
least the odds would be more even now, as 
Savage would have someone to watch his 
back. Hogan brought a chair to ringside 
and sat in Savage's corner, watching the 
match unfold. Eventually Ted DiBiase 
was able to catch Savage in his favorite 
finishing hold, “The Million Dollar 
Dream” Sleeper Hold. He had Savage 
helpless in the center of the ring, unable 
to escape from a hold which was putting 
him out and leaving DiBiase just seconds 
away from becoming a World Champion, 
with no loopholes. Stupidly, Andre the 
Giant distracted the referee, Hogan, 
seeing an opening and knowing his friend 
needed help, entered the ring and 
clobbered DiBiase with his chair, 
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DiBiase feels he has the advantage over Savage because 


knocking him cold. 
Savage, stunned, and 
possibly not knowing 
what happened, 
looked around and 
saw DiBiase on the 
canvas. He mounted 
the corner ropes and 
flew down on his 
opponent with a devastating elbow 
smash, ensuring his imminent victory. 
After a 1..2..3.. by the referee, a new 
Champion was crowned, it was Randy 
Savage, not Ted DiBiase. 

“I was robbed”, the upset DiBiase 
yelled. “What right did Hogan have to 
interfere with my match? I had Savage 
beaten and then that idiot ruins my 
dream, a dream I've had since childhood. 
The WWF did nothing this time, they 
don’t want me as Champion, but, I will be 
the Champion! My money will ensure 
that I get that strap, it’s all I want in the 
world and I will get it. As for you, Savage, 
Hogan won't be there to watch your back 
every time we wrestle, so what will you do 
then? You know you can’t beat me, that’s 
already been proven. The whole world 
saw me put you down. Do you think 
Elizabeth can watch you back? Ha! I 
guarantee the belt will be mine and soon!” 

There can be no denying that DiBiase 
did have Savage beat to win the World 
Title, however, what goes around comes 
around and just as the “Million Dollar 
Man” obtained the title underhandedly, so 
did Savage, who without the despicable 
interference of Hulk Hogan would not be 
World Champion today. 

Ted DiBiase is the epitome of what a 
wrestler should be. Regardless of how he 
is portrayed in the WWF, he is one of the 


he has Virgil in his corner, while Savage has only Elizabeth to 


“1 was robbed! What right 
did Hogan have to 
interfere in my match?” 


best wrestlers in the world today. The 
only major Championship belt that has 
eluded him in his career is the World 
Championship. He can wrestle scientif- 
ically, or he can wrestle dirty, it makes no 


DiBiase defeated Don Muraco to 
advance to the WWF Championship 
tournament finals in Atlantic City. 


DiBiase and Savage are the two best wrestlers in the WWF and provide non- 
stop action for the fans when they wrestle each other. 


difference. The whole point is winning. 
Winning is what pays bills and buys cars, 
winning brings title opportunities. 
DiBiase is a winner. Long before the 
Championship tournament, he had count- 
less opportunities at Hulk Hogan's 
Championship. DiBiase never lost a 
match to Hogan. Their battles either 
ended in disqualification victories for the 
“Million Dollar Man” or double disqualifi- 
cations. Indeed, as has been proven time 
and again, Hogan has trouble when he 
matches up against a man who knows 
how to wrestle. DiBiase became frustrated 
when he came up against the “Cham- 


pion’s Advantage” 
which in the WWF 
means a Champion 
can lose the belt only 
if he is pinned or sub- 
mits. He decided to 
use his vast wealth to 
obtain the belt, but, 
Hogan refused the 
offer. As in real life, one man’s foolishness 
is another man’s opportunity. Bobby 
Heenan sold Andre the Giant to DiBiase 
with the express purpose of having Andre 
wrestle and beat Hogan, then turn the 
title over to DiBiase. That plan 


worked...almost. Now, DiBiase is without 
the belt and whatever sum of money he 
paid Heenan for Andre's contract, and, 
ironically, Andre is now back with the 
Bobby Heenan Family. 

DiBiase is extremely angry. He has 
demanded return title shots with Savage 
around the country. Almost every night 
he and Savage go at it for fifteen to twenty 
action-packed minutes of wrestling at its 
finest. Savage has not cleanly beaten 
DiBiase, nor has the “Million Dollar 
Man” cleanly beaten Savage. It appears 
that these two evenly matched men have 
yet to find the right answer to beat each 
other. Of course, Savage now has the 
“Champion's Advantage” and it is up to 
DiBiase to overcome it. 

“Savage, some day, somehow, | will 
beat you. I know I am better than you and 
you know it too. It will happen, I 
guarantee it’. You can’t underestimate 
DiBiase, he always had the skill, now he is 
using his vast wealth to back that skill up. 
Savage is up to the challenge, but, he may 


“Savage, someday some- 
how, | will beat you. It will 
happen, | guarantee it.” 


have too much to overcome this time. It 
may be unavoidable and the worst night- 
mare of the WWF may finally come true, 
Ted DiBiase many soon control the WWF 
Heavyweight Championship of the 
World @ 


The simmering feud between Savage and DiBiase really exploded after Savage “illegally” won the Championship with Hulk 


Hogan’s help. 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


RIC FLAIR: 
THE REAL 


WORLD CHAMPION 


n 1948, a group of wrestling pro- 
moters joined together to form the 
National Wrestling Alliance. The 
first order of business of the new 
N.W.A. was to choose a Champion. At 
that time, there were three men 
recognized as "World Champion”, Lou 
Thesz, Orville Brown and Cliff Gustafson. 
Eventually, Orville Brown became the 
firss NWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion. The NWA World Championship 
history is the only World Championship 
that can be clearly traced back to the 
world’s first Heavyweight Wrestling 
Champion, Frank Gotch. Other organi- 
zations, such as the AWA, the WWE and 
the WCCW were formed because of dis- 
puted title decisions involving the NWA 
World Champion or through business dis- 
agreements with the NWA organization 
itself. 

The AWA was formed after a disputed 
decision in a World Title match between 
Lou Thesz and Edouard Carpentier, held 
in Chicago in 1957. The referee of that 
match gave Carpentier the victory when 
he felt Thesz was unable to defend him- 


32 WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT 


By SANDY KREBS 


self any longer. Some promoters 
recognized Carpentier as the new World 
Champion, while others continued to 
recognize Thesz. Carpentier lost his 
version of the “World Title” to Verne 
Gagne, and later lost a re-match with 
Thesz. However, the promoters who had 
recognized Carpentier’s victory as a title 
change, continued to recognize a succes- 
sion of men, including Wilbur Snyder, Dr. 
Bill Miller and the great, Don Leo 
Johnathan, until Verne Gagne regained 
the strap in 1960. The promoters who 
recognized Gagne formed the AWA and 
gave NWA Champion Pat O'Connor 
three months to unify the titles or forfeit 
his title claim to Gagne. Besides being the 
AWA Champion, Gagne was the NWA 
U.S. Champion and thus was the #1 
contender for O'Connor's strap. 
O'Connor ignored the ultimatum and the 
AWA stripped him of any claims to the 
World Title and recognized Verne Gagne 
as the AWA World Champion. Through- 
out the years, the AWA Title became one 


The NWA is no longer wrestling’s largest promotional body. The NWA 
World Title, however, is still the most prestigious Championship in wrestling. 
The titleholder, Ric Flair, has beaten several other “World Champions” in his 

career and is undoubtedly, the best wrestler in the sport today. Because of 
that, WME recognizes Ric Flair as wrestling’s true World Champion. 


of the most prestigious in wrestling and is 
now held by Jerry Lawler, who defeated 
Curt Hennig for the strap on May 9th in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

We have already reviewed how the 
WWF was formed in our June '88 issue. 
The federation was formed by a coalition 
of promoters who continued to recognize 
Buddy Rogers as Champion after he lost 
the NWA World Title to Lou Thesz in 
Toronto, Canada in January, 1963. This 
“outlaw” promotion eventually became 
the largest wrestling promotion in the 
world and its World Title, thanks mainly 
to the efforts of Bruno Sammartino, 
became a very prestigious title indeed. 
The WWF World Championship is held 
now by Randy “Macho Man” Savage, after 
his tournament win at Wrestlemania IV. 

World Class Wrestling left the NWA 
after a dispute in 1985 and recognized as 
its World Champion, “Ravishing” Rick 
Rude, who had been the World Class 
Heavyweight Champion, then a regional 
title, at the time the organization left the 
NWA. That World Championship is now 
held by Kerry Von Erich, who beat 
“Iceman” King Parsons for the belt on 
May 8th at Texas Stadium. 

Although the NWA is no longer a 
coalition of regional promoters that agree 
to recognize one World Champion, the 
NWA World Champion is still the closest 
thing to the real World Champion 
wrestling has. It is similar to the situation 
in boxing. Larry Holmes was the last 
undisputed boxing World Heavyweight 
Champion. Two organizations stripped 
him of the belt and recognized other men 
as their Champion. Yet, in the public's 
eye, Larry Holmes, who was still the I.B.F. 
Champion, was still the World 
Champion. When he lost his strap to 
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Flair delivers an elbow to 
Sting’s head. Flair 
compliments scientific moves 
with illegal tactics. 


el 
match-ups. 


Michael Spinks, Spinks “was universally 
accepted as World Heavyweight Cham- 


pion. Spinks was stripped of that belt 


after refusing to take part in the H.B.O. 
title unification tournament and soon, 
Mike Tyson became “undisputed” World 
Heavyweight Champion. But, because 
Spinks never lost his Championship in 
the ring, many still recognized him as the 
legitimate Champion, due to his victories 
over the recognized titleholder, Larry 
Holmes. Late in June, Spinks and Tyson 
will meet to finally determine the 
undisputed World Heavyweight 
Champion in boxing. 

Because the organizations in wrestling 
absolutely refuse to co-operate with each 
other anymore, there will probably never 
be an undisputed World Wrestling 
Heavyweight Champion. Today, there are 
five in America alone. Someday, each pro- 
moter might have his own “World 
Champion”, but, because the NWA is the 
only wrestling federation in America that 
can directly trace their Championship 
history back to Frank Gotch in 1905, we, 
at WME, have no choice but to recognize 
the NWA World Champion as wres- 
tling’s rightful World Champion. Today 
that man is Ric Flair, five time Champion 
of the NWA, who last won the title from 
Ronnie Garvin in Chicago at Starrcade, 
last Thanksgiving. 

It helps add credibility to a title reign if 


the person holding the title is a true repre- 
sentative of the belt. Whether you like 
him or not, Ric Flair is the personification 
of a Champion. He is probably the best 
wrestler in the world today. He can 
wrestle both rough and scientific. He can 
wrestle for long periods of time. A classic 
match seen nationwide on WTBS-TV 
March 27th saw Flair wrestle his arch- 
rival Sting to a 45 minute draw. In the 
past, Flair has had classic encounters with 
men such as Barry Windham, Magnum 
T.A., and others that lasted thirty minutes 
or more. It is usually a pleasure to watch 
Ric Flair defend his title in the ring. His 
upcoming matches with Steve “Dr. 
Death” Williams and Lex Luger should be 
equally as rewarding. Flair combines 
wrestling skill and showmanship and 
because of this he is the most contro- 
versial man in the sport today. Although a 
member of the hated “Four Horsemen’, 
wrestling’s most elite alliance of talent, 
Flair is generally given standing ovations 
whenever he appears at ringside. It is due 
to his popularity that the rest of the 
Horsemen have achieved some sem- 
blances of popularity themselves. 

Flair makes no bones about it, he’s the 
best and he knows it and doesn't hesitate 
to let everyone in the world know it 
either. Whether bragging on TV or inthe 
way he lives his life, Ric Flair is #1. 

Of the current World Champions, Ric 
Flair has wrestled all, except for Randy 
Savage, during his career as World 
Champion. He lost only once, to Kerry 
Von Erich in 1984, on a day where 
emotion guided Kerry to the strap, the 
day of the first annual “David Von Erich 
Memorial Card” in Dallas. Flair quickly 
regained his strap three weeks later in 
Japan and with the exception of brief 
intervals, has held onto the belt ever since. 
During that time, he has given Kerry 
several re-matches and successfully held 
the belt, he also wrestled Jerry Lawler 
several times and kept the strap and he 
has beaten WWA World Champion, 
Mike George, also. This is another reason 
why Ric Flair has to be recognized as the 
true World Champion, he has beaten all 
the other claimants to that title, except for 
one. The Randy Savage-Ric Flair “Battle 


Flair often uses the “Champion’s Advantage” to retain his title. 


of Champions” could be the greatest 
match in wrestling history, but, because of 
the promotional war between the 
Crocketts and the McMahons, a war that 
probably will never be settled, the match 
will never happen. Rest assured though, 
just as he had done in the past, Ric Flair 
will emerge with the N.W.A. belt around 
his waist, just as former NWA World 
Champion, Harley Race emerged from 
matches with WWF Champion, Bob 
Backlund, and AWA Champion Nick 
Bockwinkle. Those matches ended in 
draws, both titles were on the line in each 
match, but, to true wrestling fans, the 
winner of those matches would have been 
NWA World Champion, not the Cham- 
pion of the other federation. 

Although the NWA is no longer 
wrestling’s largest promotional group, it 
is their title that all wrestlers hope to 
achieve in their careers. That is why the 


Steve Williams is now 
getting long awaited shots at 
the NWA “ten pounds of 
Gold. ‘i 
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majority of the world’s best wrestlers 
wrestle in the NWA. The goal of Barry 
Windham is to be NWA Champion, that 
is Lex Luger’s goal, also. Sting and Steve 
Williams have the same ‘goal. Dusty 
Rhodes and Ronnie Garvin managed to 
reach their goal, Dusty did it three times. 
Even though they couldn't hold onto the 
belt, they stay in the NWA _ hoping 
lightning strikes them again, as it did 
before, and they can say they again “are 
the best in the world”. The future of 
wrestling, Owen Hart, has yet to make his 
debut in the WWF. It is said he won't join’ 
the WWF because his dream is to wrestle 
Ric Flair for the NWA Title, a match that 
could never be made if Owen joined the 
WWE. That is how important the NWA 
World Heavyweight Championship is to 
the wrestlers. They would give up the big 
money and the exposure of being in the 
largest wrestling promotion in the world, 
just to get a chance at Ric Flair's NWA 
belt. 

It is time for wrestling fans around the 
world to give Ric Flair the credit he is due. 
There are too many wrestling fans, too 
new to the sport, who don’t realize the 
prestige given to the man holding the 
NWA World Title. All they want is the 
showmanship and hype the WWE 
provides and listen, as if it is gospel, 
spellbound to every word Vince 
McMahon and his other hucksters insult 
real wrestling fans with each week. Ric 
Flair is the NWA World Heavyweight 
Champion, Ric Flair is the true World 
Heavyweight Champion. @ 
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THE ULTIMATE 


WARRIOR: 


GEARING UP FOR THE 
INTER-CONTINENTAL TITLE IN THE W.W.F. 


After eliminating the challenge of Hercules, Ultimate Warrior is seeking new 
hills to climb. He is poised to go after the Honky Tonk Man's Inter- 


Continental belt. He will likely be the wrestler to get it. 


By JOEL EISENBERG 


adies and gentlemen, soon to 
as be making his way into the 

ring (the attending crowd is 

hushed in anticipation), 
from Parts Unknown (theme music 
explodes, then pulsates as the excited fans 
rise as one), standing 6’2” tall and 
weighing in at 285 lbs., (spontaneous 
applause and shrieks envelop the arena, 
upon recognition of the immensely 
muscled individual racing to the ring; 
conspicuous face paint and ribbon strips 
hanging from each arm symbolize his 
upcoming warfare), not yet thirty years 
old, and a professional wrestler for barely 
three years (the beat continues, as the fans 
go wild), already one of the ten most 
popular grapplers in the game today, here 
is THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR (the 
noise reaches its crescendo, as one girl 
shouts to her mother, “I’m sure glad he’s 
on our side!)!!! 

The words in this hypothetical ring 
introduction are fabricated, but the facts 
are undeniably the same. The Ultimate 
Warrior's career in the World Wrestling 
Federation has sky-rocketed, like few 
others, so quickly. Is he unstoppable? 

The man we know today as “The 
Ultimate Warrior” first impacted upon 
the sport in the mid-eighties, as a chosen 
member of the ill-fated “Power-team 
USS.A.” The concept was simple: to find 
and develop a group of true fighting 
spirits with the most awesome physiques 
extant, who exhibit the same patriotic 
fervor of a Sgt. Slaughter or a Dusty 
Rhodes, and to spread their brand of 
powerful nationalism throughout the 
wrestling world. The actual existence of 
“Powerteam U.S.A.” proved to be short- 
lived, however, as some of the members 
decided to break off on their own, others 
apparently leaving the sport entirely. 


The Warrior found a steady tag-team 
partner in Sting (the one and only NWA 
top contender, also a member of Power- 
team) and together they formed the Blade 
Runners. Warrior, at this time, was 
known as “Blade Runner Rock”, and he 


aaa Blade Runner Sting quickly became 
the most hated and feared tag team in Bill 
Watts’ now extinct UWF promotion. 
Who would have thought that a scant few 
years later, these two would become two 
of wrestling’s most popular stars? 


The Ultimate Warrior and 
Hercules had a brutal war. The 
Warrior came out on top and 1s 

seeking new challenges. 


The Blade Runners broke up, as Sting 
joined Eddie “Hot Stuff’ Gilbert and his 
UWF army, while Rock travelled to Texas 
to begin anew. The split was amicable 
and, in the long run, highly beneficial to 
both. In the “Lone Star State”, Rock 
adopted the moniker “the Dingo 
Warrior”, and almost immediately came 
under the tutelage of manager Gary Hart. 
Recognizing potential for greatness, Hart 
installed further killer instinct in his pro- 
tege, as Dingo engaged in long, violent 
wars with both Texas favorites, such as 
the Von Erichs, as well as rule-breaking 
charges of rival manager, Percival Pringle 
Ill. Fans sided with Dingo in his battles 
against Ted Arcidi and Rick Rude, and the 
association with Hart was cut short. The 
big man from Queens was becoming a 
hero in spite of himself, a la Randy Savage 
(of old), Roddy Piper and the Road 
Warriors. 

A feud with Buzz Sawyer followed, and 
Warrior promised himself and his fans 
that he would soon run the then co-holder 
(with Matt Borne) of the World Class Tag 
Team Championship out of the area. In 
fact, in a scheduled title match, pitting the 
Champions against the Warrior and 
partner Lance Von Erich, Sawyer failed to 
show, later explaining that he left the 
sport entirely to pursue interests in his 
Dallas-based wrestling school. The belts 
changed hands, (as Master Gee, George 
Welles, substituted for the departed 
Sawyer) on a disqualification, which is 
cause for a legal title change in the World 
Class promotion. 

Following his Championship reign, 
Warrior decided to go solo once again. In 
early 1987, he defeated Bob Bradley for 
the coveted World Class Texas Title. 
Texas was in the palm of his hand, next 
stop: the WWF and a shot at national 
superstardom. 

The Dingo Warrior, now known as the 
Ultimate Warrior, entered the WWF 
without much fanfare late in 1987. His 
appearence caught many by surprise and 
he became an instant sensation. The 
Warrior easily dispatched preliminary 
grapplers across the boards, and he itched 
for better competition. Ever dangerous, 
seven-time NWA Heavyweight Cham- 
pion, Harley Race, certainly one of the all- 
time greats, albeit past his prime, could do 
nothing against the young muscleman. 
The Warrior easily dispatched the veteran 
in arenas throughout the country. What 
was next for this unstoppable force? 

On a televised match for "WWF Wres- 
tling Challenge”, the Ultimate Warrior 
was signed to meet another Bobby 
Heenan charge, Hercules Hernandez. 
Hercules, who in the long run had gotten 
the best of the formerly capable Billy Jack 
Haynes in their year-long battles of the 
full-nelson, appeared equal to the Warrior 
in all departments. The match began with 
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The Ultimate Warrior lacks wrestling skills. He depends on brute strength and 
intimidation to win matches. 


Hercules offering a tug-of-war challenge, 
with his chain, to his opponent. Warrior 
accepted, and in one mighty pull caused 
the chain to break in two. Hercules, 
stunned at being bested in this feat of 
strength, jumped the grand-standing 
Warrior and strangled him with the chain 
length. Warrior recovered to turn the 
tables, however, and choked Heenan's 
protege with the same chain, all the way 
back to the dressing room. 

The Ultimate Warrior received a 
special berth against Hercules in a grudge 
match at Wrestlemania IV, traditionally 
the biggest WWF card of the year. The 
evenly matched combatants appeared 
deadlocked until, in a stunning, apparent 
double pin position, Warrior lifted a 
single shoulder off the mat at the count of 
two. The foiled tandem of Hercules and 
Heenan watched disgustedly as the still 
undefeated Warrior had his hand raised in 


victory. To add impetus to this stunning 
win, the Warrior has since defeated 
Hercules, by pinfall, in countless 
rematches throughout the WWF. 

The Ultimate Warrior is now searching 
for the ultimate challenge. A World Title 
shot appears unlikely, as “Macho Man” 
Savage remains heavily occupied with 
Ted DiBiase (not to mention, of course, 
the odds of two fan favorites wrestling for 
the title, etc., etc, etc.), yet the Inter- 
Continental strap is definitely within 
grasp. The Honky Tonk Man _has 
defended against everybody and has 
retained the belt, stunningly, against all. 
He has yet to face the man with the war 
paint, however. If Honky survives his 
feud with Brutus Beefcake, a series of 
bouts with Warrior would appear inevit- 
able. If this occurs, Honky Tonk beware: 
The Ultimate Warrior takes no prisoners. 
1c] 
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Bret Hart sizes up Bad News Brown. Bret has learned to keep his eyes on Brown at all times. 


MATCH OF THE MONTH 


BAD NEWS BROWN 
VS. 


BRET “HIT MAN” HART 


Bad News Brown and Bret Hart both made big mistakes at Wrestlemania 
IV. Hart was foolish and trusted Brown to share the victory in the 
“Invitational” Battle Royal. Bad News made his mistake when he attacked 
Hart, instead of sharing the victory with him. 

Now the two are involved in a serious feud in the WWF. This feud has 
brought WWF wrestling fans something they rarely see, non-stop action from 
the opening bell to the match’s end. Here is a look at the Bret Hart-Bad 
News Brown feud as seen when they fought at Madison Square Garden. 
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ca — 
perbe"Hit Man” prepares to send "Bad 
News” on a trip from the top rope 
down hard onto the M.S.G. mat. 
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Bad News Brown prepares to 
finish off the “Hit Man”, but it 
wasn't to be. 


Hart recovered and attacked Brown with flagrant fouling. 
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Bad News uses the Lariat to send Bret “Hit Man” Hart to 
the canvas. 


‘al. 
4. ph. 


Hart ifts Brown high over his head... 


#) y . Me 
Bad News lands hard, squarely on Hart’s extended knee, to 
no avail. The match ended in a draw. 


Bad News Brown successfully conceals a choke hold from 
the referee. 
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Velvet McIntyre rolls up Donna Christenello with a cradle hold. 


VELVET McINTYRE: 
BACK ON THE 
CHAMPIONSHIP TRAIL 


restlemania 2., Chicago's 

Rosemont Horizon. WWF 

Womens’ title on the line. 

Velvet McIntyre stuns the 
Fabulous Moolah with a series of one- 
footed drop-kicks, floors her with a savage 
elbow to the voice-box, picks her up and 
smashes the World Champion into the 
mat with a devastating scoop-slam. Barely 
a minute into the match, and the young 
challenger is climbing the ropes for a 
flying body-press, a sure finisher. At the 
last possible moment, the veteran champ 
rolls out of the way. Velvet smashes full 
force into the canvas, knocking the wind 
out of her, and nearly knocking her out of 
her bathing suit. Barely conscious, Velvet 
manages to roll over to the ropes and lay a 
slender calf on the bottom strand 
moments before Moolah moves in for the 
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By GORDI WHITELAW 


pin. Incredibly, the referee ignores 
Velvet's foot on the rope, and makes the 
three count. What should have been the 
greatest night of the young grappler’s 
career has ended in disaster. 

Now, nearly two years later, Velvet can 
almost laugh at what happened. Almost. 
“It was over so fast, you know. It only 
lasted a minute and a half. I figured it was 
just one of those things, no point in 
dwelling on it, just keep going on.” Velvet 
did more than just keep going on. She 
embarked on a grueling training regimen: 
running, lifting weights, training in the 
gym, on the mat and in the dojo every 
spare moment. Keeping up such a 
regimen can be tough at the best of times, 
but for a woman who spends more than 


half her life on the road, it must be nearly 
impossible. Yet Velvet persevered, 
pushing herself to new limits, driven by 
the knowledge that her career has been 
dealt a serious blow, and realizing that she 
would have to be able to wrestle at her all- 
time peak if she was ever going to escape 
the embarrassing stigma of her inter- 
nationally-witnessed loss. 

It is apparent to anyone watching 
Velvet wrestle these days that her cham- 
pionship training has paid off in spades. 
Vancouver's loveliest grappler has comea 
long way since she first entered the sport 
eight years ago in Portland, Oregon under 
the watchful eye of Sandy Barr. The train- 
ing she received in Portland was to stand 
her in good stead throughout her career, 
and to this day she advises the many 
young hopefuls who approach her to “get 
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trained by somebody who knows what 
they're doing.” Ms. McIntyre improvised 
her own special version of the giant swing 
as her favorite finishing maneuver. 
Mostly, the move consists of picking up 
one’s opponent by the legs and “swinging 
her around about twenty times,” but 
Velvet imbues the move with a certain 
style, which has been often imitated but 
never duplicated. She also developed her 
famous one-footed drop-kick, which is 
very effective at throwing the lighter- 
weight women grapplers completely off 
balance. Recently she came up with a 
third trademark move, one which I can 
only describe as the flying reverse body 
scissors, which must be seen to be 
believed. Her spartan training schedule 
has enabled Velvet to add a quickness and 
forceful dexterity to these maneuvers that 
I honestly consider to be unmatched by 
any professional female grappler. In 
recognition of this, Velvet has been made 
the number one contender for Sensational 
Sherri’s belt. 

Velvet has been chasing Sherri Martel 
and her title all over the world. In 
October, they were selling out arenas in 
Italy and France. Since their return, they 
have brought their battle to major arenas 
all over the US and Canada, including the 
Richfield Coliseum this past Thanks- 
giving. The Fabulous Moolah was so 
impressed with Velvet’s hard training and 
rapid progress that Ms. McIntyre was the 
first grappler chosen to be on Moolah’s 
“Survivor Series” team. From the very 
start of the womens’ elimination brawl, 
Velvet was all over the reigning 
Champion, keeping Sherri occupied while 


Velvet’s flying maneuvers are exhausting, but, usually help 
her win most of her matches. 


her teammates eliminated Donna 
Christenello and Dawn Marie. Jimmy 
Hart's Glamour Girls then eliminated 
Velvet’s teammate, Rockin’ Robin, and 
her team captain, the Fabulous Moolah. 
By this time, Velvet had Sherri so badly 
beaten that she was easily able to throw 
her arch-rival over the top rope before 
being eliminated herself by Leilani Kai. 
The final showdown saw Velvet's 
Japanese teammates, the Jumping Bomb 
Angels, throw Jimmy Hart and then his 
Glamour Girls from the ring. 

Velvet was really impressed with the 
performance of Itsuki Yamazaki and 
Noriyo Tateno. “The Glamour Girls (Judy 
Martin and Leilani Kai) are the toughest 
opponents I’ve ever had to face in the 
ring, but those girls really took care of 
them, and their weasly manager. The 
Jumping Bomb Angels are like a female 


version of the British Bulldogs, I think 
they will be Champions a long time.” 

Many people also feel that Velvet 
Mcintyre is one day destined to be a 
Champion. Indeed, she has already held 
the women’s World Championship belt 
in Australia, in addition to holding the 
Womens’ Tag belts twice for a total of two 
and a half years, and the US title twice. 
Here in Vancouver, she captured the 
Canadian Women’s title while still in her 
rookie year. 

Velvet McIntyre has spent the last five 
of her eight years in the sport chasing, 
with great success, the WWF belts all over 
the world, and yet she remains a humble 
Vancouver girl at heart. Her aspirations 
are simple: “Win me a belt, make lots of 
money and buy me a house, here in 
Vancouver. This is my home, and I'm 
proud of it.” Me, too. @ 
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Killer Kowalski was 
one of the most 
feared and respected 
individuals in the 
sport of wrestling 
for over three 
decades. Now 
retired from active 
participation, the 
Killer now runs a 
wrestling school in 
Reading, Mass. The 
Kowalski legend 
lives on in the form 
of his graduated 
students who are 
beginning to make 
their mark on the 
sport. Here is a look 
at the “Killer 
Kowalski Institute 
of Professional 
Wrestling”. 


The Professor, Killer Kowalski 
raises Enrico DiMaria’s hand in 
victory. 


“KILLER” 
TURNS 


~~PROFESSOR 


areer decisions. For some it 

can be a nightmare. And for 

others the path to a life-long 

occupation requires little or no 
effort to think twice about. There are 
those, male and female, who go through 
their adolescent years dreaming and 
Preparing to succeed in such fields as 
medicine, education, research and 
perhaps the most sought after field those 
of all ages hope to score big in - 
professional sports. In past years Baseball 
and Football were the pastimes the 
majority of youths pushed for. However, 
due to the international media resurgence 
of Pro Wrestling, more and more young 
men and ladies are searching for a vehicle 
to teach them “the ropes” of the sport. 
The "Killer" Kowalski Institute of Profes- 
sional Wrestling has been preparing 
those hopefuls for a lucrative and 
rewarding mat career for the past ten 
years. 
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By DON LAIBLE 
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Since Wrestling rang in the “Hulk- 
amania” era, millions more people have 
found it, at least on the surface, as 
captivating and entertaining as any other 
form of athletics. Where there is a need, 
there must be a provider to supply the 
demand. Although there are many 
reputable schools currently operating 
with qualified trainers, it would require a 
long, hard search to uncover a more 
highly successful, celebrated instructor 
than Walter “Killer” Kowalski. His thirty 
years as an active grappler, which brought 
prestigious rewards such as the Grand 
Prix Championship, Americas Title, 
WWF Tag Team titles, offer an invalu- 
able insight to practically every known 
maneuver, counter maneuver and hold 
that can be utilized during a match. 


Kowalski, remembered world wide for 
a match in which he literally detached his 
opponent's (Yukon Eric) ear off in 
Montreal, encourages and insists all his 
students to learn from the bottom up. In 
translation, all students enrolled in his 
school, located in Malden, Massachusetts, 
no matter what level of experience on the 
amateur or pro ranks, everyone starts 
with the basics. ‘I don't discriminate; 
midgets, ladies and the guys are all 
expected to perform the same moves and 
participate in the same workouts. I tell 
them straight out, if they can’t hack the 
long hours and physical punishment in 
the gym, they should take a hike and not 
waste my time or their's. Many fans don't 
realize just how physically demanding 
Wrestling is. I tell my students if they 
want to be a superstar, they have to con- 
tinuously work hard at it. Nothing 
happens over night or by accident. It 
bothers me when many apply to my 
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Big John Studd is 
Kowalskt's most 
successful student. 


school thinking it will take only a week or 
two to “Know it all”, have some pretty 
girl hanging on their arm with music 
blaring and then wanting to call them- 
selves a ‘pro wrestler’, a blunt, honest 
Kowalski said in his home located in 
Reading, Ma. 

Although many of today’s top mat 
attractions have been linked to the usage 
of steroids to chemically produce their 
seemingly natural impressive physiques, 
the “killer”, a strict vegetarian for most of 
his life, doesn’t tolerate artificial athletes. 
His bi-weekly workout sessions, which 
last several hours at a time require the 
wrestler candidate to take the best care of 
his or her body. Time is put aside for 
usage of the weightroom, in the ring and 
on the mats. 

Each important ingredient that goes 
into the overall picture in grooming a 
would be wrestler is carefully thought out. 
‘I try to balance each session and allow my 
students free time to experiment and per- 
fect any area they have been taught thus 
far. | encourage my classes to improvise 
and to be creative but before they create 
their own ring personalities, they must 
and will conquer the basic take-downs, 
learn to fall properly and how to protect 
themselves at all times. As the saying 
goes, the best offense is a good defense 
certainly applies in wrestling’, stated 
Kowalski. 

Two of the Killer's’ more notable pro- 
teges are Big John Studd and Ladies 
World Champion Misty Blue. During 
Studd’s rookie campaign, while at the 


The Irish 
Leprechaun 
4S enjoying a 
successful 
mat career 
since leaving 
Kowalski's 
school, 


Wow 
Dwi 


famous Olympic Auditorium in Los 
Angeles, Kowalski was approached by 
Promoter Mike LeBell to "see what he 
could do with the big man”. 

Although possessing all the tools to hit 
wrestling stardom, Studd needed an 
expert to guide him into perfecting his 
craft. After Studd finished his training 
with Kowalski, he took off for Texas and 
so has his career ever since. 

As for Misty Blue, the Glens Falls, New 
Yorker enjoys her status as the hottest, 
most sought after female wrestler in the 
sport today. Her picture is splattered on 
virtually every cover of every Wrestling 
publication. Only Vince McMahon hasn't 
smartened up yet to sign Misty to a series 
of matches. Currently the reigning Inter- 
national Wrestling Federation and 
National Wrestling Alliance United 
States Women's Champion, Misty will be 
the first to acknowledge her debt of grati- 
tude to Kowalski’s school. ‘He took a 
chance on me. I had the desire to learn but 
little or no background in Wrestling. 
During my training, 1 would make the 
long, tedious commute by car to Walter's 
school in the Boston area. | felt so com- 
fortable and reassured when he instructed 
and demonstrated the various holds he 
expected us to learn. He has molded me 
into what I am today’, Misty said after a 
recent match in Willimantic, Connecticut. 

When it comes to tuition fees and other 
arrangements concerning enrollment in 
Kowalski’s school, that is a matter kept 
confidential between Kowalski and his 
students. Judging by the amount of 
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students already enrolled in the school, 
there promises to be numerous wrestlers, 
of all sizes and the highest caliber for 
many years to come. 

What makes Kowalski’s school so 
appealing is his guarantee that upon com- 
pletion of his training period, the “Killer” 
will get the graduates booked with a pro- 
motion. The IWF, based in Boston, is just 
one outlet that has signed many of 
Kowalski's students. On special occasions, 
Kowalski serves as a guest referee for the 
organization. 

Perhaps the first of the modern era; a 
leader in Professional Wrestling schools, 
unlike many other schools, Kowalski 
didn't jump on “the band wagon”. The 
67" Kowalski, a native of Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada, teaches exactly what his 
brochure claims - Wrestling. His repu- 
tation and name is affixed to all that is 
connected with his school. Kowalski has 
to deliver what he promises or, no matter 
what the circumstances may be, it is a 
reflection on him. One thing is for sure, 
his love for the sport that has given so 
much to him comes first and foremost. 
Through his school, Kowalski is able to 
pass along his invaluable years of exper- 
ience. Remember, the name “Killer” 
Kowalski wasn't found in any program as 
a preliminary participant. Main events 
were the norm for the Polish giant. 

For those men, women, and especially, 
midgets who would like to contact 
“Killer” Kowalski concerning his school, 
write to him directly at: P.O. BOX 67 
Reading, Ma. 01867. a 
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INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 


MIKE GEORGE: 
THE UNKNOWN WORLD 
CHAMPION 


Mike George is a veteran of close to twenty years in the wrestling game. He 
has held many important regional titles in his career and on January 23rd in 
Kansas City, he reached an ultimate honor in wrestling, he became the 
W.W.A. World Heavyweight Champion, the organization’s first titleholder. 
Here is a look at wrestling’s most unknown World Champion. 
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___By SANDY KREBS __ 
he David and Mike Von Erich 
-_ Memorial card had barely begun. 
The second match was about to 
start. In one corner was Jeff 


r ret Raitz, in the other corner was a man 

os unfamiliar to most World Class Wres- 
tling fans and he was wearing a Cham- 
pionship belt. The announcer introduced 
Jeff Raitz and then proceeded to introduce 
his opponent, Mike George. After the 
announcer introduced the 280 Ib. native of 
St. Joseph, Mo., he failed to address him as 
a World Champion. Mr. George 
demanded the announcer correct his 
mistake. “Mr. George has asked me to 
announce that he is a World Champion’, 
said a befuddled announcer, to the boos of 
the crowd. Mike George is a World 
Champion. He is the World Champion of 
wrestling’s newest promotion, the World 
Wrestling Alliance, based in Kansas City 
and headed by Bob Geigel, former Presi- 
dent of the NWA, who left the organiza- 
tion after a falling out with Crockett 
Promotions (not an unusual occurrence 
these days) 

Mike George is a veteran of close to 
twenty years in the mat game. He has 
never become tremendously famous, nor 
extremely successful in the mat sport 
simply because he prefers to do his 
wrestling close to his Missouri home. So, 
for the majority of his career, he has con- 
fined himself to the Greater Midwest and 
Southwest wrestling promotions. Mike 
has won several prestigious titles in his 
career, including the Central States 
Heavyweight Championship, the U.S. 
Tag Team Championship, the Central 
Mike George traveled to Dallas to defend the WWA Title against Jeff Raitz. States Tag Team Championship, the Mid- 
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Photos by Steve Pfeffer 
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George can wrestle scientifically or use a rough-house style. 


South Tag belts, the Mississippi State 
Heavyweight title, as well as the 
Louisiana State belt and the North 
American Heavyweight Championship. 
He wrestled for the NWA World Heavy- 
weight title several times, against both 
Ric Flair and Harley Race. He gave both 
tough bouts, although he was not success- 
ful in taking the strap. In the mid-1980's 
Mike retired from the sport, going into 
the automobile business. 

In 1987, hungry for athletic competi- 
tion, Mike George returned to the 
wrestling ring. When he retired he was a 
well-conditioned 250 Ibs., but, because of 
his inactivity, he returned to the ring at 
280 Ibs. The extra weight didn’t hinder 
him, as soon after his return he again won 
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the Central States Heavyweight title from 
“Bulldog” Bob Brown. Winning that belt 
gave him an automatic entry into the tour- 
nament to determine the first W.W.A. 
World Heavyweight Champion. 

Very few people in the business gave 
George much of a chance to win the belt. 
Men such as Tommy Rich, Sgt. Slaughter, 
Kareem Muhammed, DJ. Peterson, “Dr. 
D” David Schultz and Masa Chono were 
also entered in the elimination tourna- 
ment. Because of his “ring rust” one of the 
veteran “greats” would eliminate the 
popular George early said experts. 
However, it was not to be as the popular 
veteran went on to defeat Dick Slater in 
the final match to become the first 
W.W.A. World Champion. Hes was 


popular at that time, but, throughout his 
career, Mike George has been a Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde of the ring. Slowly, he has 
had the attitude change that he usually 
gets once he wins a belt, and now, he has 
become a hated wrestler. 

Mike has gotten himself involved in a 
feud with the popular, current Central 
States Champion, Dave (DJ.) Peterson 
and also is involved in a feud with Chris 
Adams. Adams traveled to Kansas City in 
April to challenge George for the World 
Belt and George severely injured Adams’ 
face, breaking his nose and cheekbone. 
Adams has claimed that Mike George was 
paid by Terry Taylor to eliminate him 
from wrestling once and for all and failed. 
Adams has vowed revenge on both 
George and Taylor for the attack. 

George, while he was still popular, lost 
the W.W.A. belt to Masa Chono, a young 
Japanese grappler with stardom written 
all over him. Mike regained the title on St. 
Patrick's Day and has continued to hold 
the belt ever since. 

“Nobody's going to get this belt away 
from me again”, said George. “I worked 
too long and hard to get it, so Adams, 
Peterson, Kerry Von Erich, come and get 
me if you think you're man enough. I'll 
walk out of the ring with what you came 
to get, the W.W.A belt!” 

Mike George definitely has the talent to 
keep the belt a long time. His wrestling 
style, and now his physique, remind fans 
of that of the great former NWA World 
Champion, Harley Race. George learned a 
lot from Race throughout the years, so it 
comes as no surprise he wrestles similarly 
to the one-time great Champion. “I 
wrestled with Race and I wrestled against 
him, there is no man I admire more in the 
sport than Harley Race, he was a great 
Champion. I hope I can be as great as he 
is”. 

Mike George has his work cut out for 
him. Dave Peterson has vowed to end his 
Championship reign quickly. The two 
former friends are feuding all over the 
Midwest, but, so far, Peterson has yet to 
get the belt. Others such as Chono, 
Bulldog Bob Brown, Chris Adams, Kevin 
Von Erich and possibly the Freebirds, 
Michael Hayes and Terry Gordy, could 
take the strap. The Central States new 
agreement with the WCCW has opened 
new doors for George, as well as creating 
new, potential challengers for his strap. 
“People want my belt and I want a belt 
too, I want to get Kerry Von Erich into 
the ring and show him who the real 
Champion is. It’s not him, it’s me, Mike 
George, Heavyweight Champion of the 
W.W.A.” 


We wish Mike George good luck in his 
quest to defend his title. As every 
Champion learns quickly, it’s a long hard 
road to the top, but, staying on top isn't 
easy. Mike George has the ability to stay 
on top for a long time. 
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LARRY WINTERS 


By DON LAIBLE 


e has come a long way since defeating “Nasty” 
Nicky Rodgers ten years ago in his pro debut. That 
irst match, as a pro, in Dunkirk, New York 
installed the necessary confidence in Larry Winters 
to go on with a dream he had since his youth. Being a tele- 
vision wrestling “junkie”, Larry couldn't take his mind off of 
his obsession and one day profession — wrestling. Knowing 
full well of the long, rocky road ahead of him in his quest to 
one day be labeled a champ, but that fantasy recently became 
fact. Larry Winters had, for many years, come so close to 
winning many big matches, not just with the National 
Wrestling Federation, but with other organizations as well. 
The year 1987 seemed to be the turning point for Winters. 
The winning momentum of 1987 has successfully spilled over 
into 1988. 


Larry Winters won the 
NWF Championship 
from D.C. Drake in a dog 
collar match. 


On Sunday afternoon, March 13, 1988, 
Larry Winters defeated reigning NWF 
Heavyweight Champion D.C. "Mad Dog” 
Drake in a dog collar match held in 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania at St. Joseph's 
Gym. After the historic title change 
occured, a protest was lodged by Drake 
with the NWF and the State Athleti¢ 
Commission claiming that the referee had 
interfered in the match. After reviews by 
both parties concerned, the decision of the 
official was upheld, therefore Larry 
Winters’ victory was upheld. 

A return match between Drake and 
Winters took place a week following the 
title change. This time the two ring 
gladiators took their war inside a steel 
cage in Forked River, New Jersey. It was 
Larry's first defense of his newly won 
NWF belt. It was a match that lasted close 
to forty five minutes and witnessed by five 
thousand enthusiastic fans. When the 
timekeeper sounded the bell signifying a 
halt to the match, Winters was still the 
king pin of the NWF. ‘Both guys took a 
beating that they won't soon forget. I've 
never seen anyone with as much deter- 
mination, with such a strong will to win, 
as Larry had in the ring during the cage 
match. Drake opened him up but good 
early on. Even though a steady flow of 
blood spilled from the gash above his 
right eye throughout the match, Larry 
didn't show any signs of weakening. He's 
worked hard for what he has earned and I 
pity the fools that brag of stripping him of 
his title’, Sgt. Slaughter commented at a 
recent NWF show in Jersey City, New 
Jersey. 

The lifestyle of wrestling’s newest 
champion may soon justifiably be 
classified as that of the rich and famous 
but one thing is for sure, by Winters’ own 
admission, he won't stray from the prin- 
ciples and work ethic that brought him to 
the threshold he now enjoys. ‘I like to 
think of myself as another “Rocky 
Balboa”. All I do is wrestle, and I do it to 
the best of my ability, whether in front of 
200 or 5,000 fans. I think the major aspect 
of my finding wrestling so fascinating is 


Photos by Don Laible. 
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that each match is a personal challenge, 
and always different. It's a pleasure to 
wear the NWF belt and to defend it in a 
manner that pleases the fans, who I 
deeply care about’, Winters said in Jersey 


City. 
Besides an abundance of natural 
athletic ability, there are several 


individuals who have played a major role 
in molding Larry Winters, a native of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, into the win- 
ner he has become. Les Morgan and Tom 
Stanton, two veteran TV wrestlers for the 
World Wrestling Federation in the early 
1970's, instructed and trained Winters. 
“Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers, truly one of 
the sport's greatest performers of all- 
time, assisted Winters when it was time 
for him to “go on the road” and negotiate 
with promoters. And finally, "Bruiser" 
Brody for the countless sessions before 
and after matches on the mat, learning 
and refining moves and techniques. 

‘A promoter in Rochester, New York 
brought Larry to my attention when he 
saw him compete in an amateur invita- 
tional wrestling tournament. Since the 
gym I operated in Cherry Hill wasn’t all 
that far from Philly, I was able to convince 
Larry to give the pro ranks a try. He was 
able to have total access to all the weights, 
along with an Olympic size swimming 


Larry. Winters has an 
abdominal stretch on 
Frankie Williams. 


pool, to make his entrance into the big- 
time level of competition easier than 
most. A knee injury cut my mat career 
short. With Larry, I saw many of the same 
qualities that I had early in my career, as 
he did. No question about it, Larry has 
always had the talent to be a champ. I'd 
like to think I played a small but 
meaningful role in developing Larry into 
the winner we all knew he was’, a happy 
Les Morgan stated. 

After Winters completed his tutorial 
apprenticeship with Morgan, he saw mat 
action for virtually every independent 
promotion on the East Coast. At the time 
Winters was on a roll, winning match 
after match in a convincing manner. 
Verne Gagne of the American Wrestling 
Association, on advice of Buddy Rogers, 
signed Larry to a series of matches when 
the Minneapolis based group had an East 
Coast promotional swing. ‘Larry Zbyszko 
at the time was the America’s Champion, 
and as everyone knew, a successful 
veteran. All his laurels didn't faze Winters 
one bit. Although Zbyszko defeated 
Winters in three out of their four 
meetings, their last encounter ended in a 
thirty minute draw. I was with Winters in 
his corner at ringside that evening in 
Asbury Park, New Jersey. No one could 
have been more proud of Winters that 


night than I. He took all the punishment 
and withstood the “tricks” of Zbyszko, but 
most of all, Winters wouldn't quit. From 
that match on, Larry Winters gained the 
respect from many of the big names in 
wrestling’, Buddy Rogers fondly recalled. 

In between bookings with the AWA 
and various independent organizations, 
Winters has seen action with the 
National Wrestling Alliance on their 
monthly presentations at the Baltimore 
Arena in Maryland. ‘When I heard Larry 
captured the NWF title, I wasn’t all that 
surprised. Winters gave Arn Anderson a 
good beating in Baltimore last Summer, 
and Arn is no slouch. Larry got pinned but 
Arn left the ring hurting’, “Hotstuff” 
Eddie Gilbert said after appearing in New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

Singles competition has been 
extremely kind to Winters but his 
winning ways have carried on in tag 
competition. Eddie Mirrenda has teamed 
with Larry to form a succcessful duo 
known as “The U.S. Express” and other 
promoters have labled them “The Beach 
Boys”. No matter what you call them, you 
have to stress the point that they are 
undefeated. The two have taken on the 
best of talent thrown their way by 
matchmakers in Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee as well as up and 
down the East Coast. 

Since seeing action within the NWF 
confines, Larry has become a much better 
athlete. He had to, and in a hurry. Stan 
Hansen, Damien Kane and Abdullah the 
Butcher, all competitors with worldwide 
reputations as being among the roughest 
and toughest the sport has to offer, have 
all challenged Winters. The matches 
more resembled bar room brawls than 
anything remotely resembling scientific 
matchups. ‘Larry held his own end up 
quite well when tangling with those big 
boys. He got cut up, and even fractured his 
left forearm when taking on Hansen but 
he dished out the punishment on the 
same level as the others. I’m glad that I 
have some of those matches on tape, they 
were wild. Larry came to me for advice 
and enlisted me as a workout partner on 
many occasions. He wants to learn, to 
improve and to be the best. He's got the 
right attitude’, “Bruiser” Brody said while 
in Jersey City. 

The name Larry Winters continues to 
be brought up in more households each 
week since the NWF began having their 
weekly television program shown coast to 
coast via satellite. Being viewed by mil- 
lions on the satellite has finally brought to 
a mass audience the many talents Winters 
possesses in the ring. All the years of self- 
sacrifice and taking his lumps in 
“Learning the ropes” of wrestling are now 
paying off in aces for the Philadelphian, 
and it couldn't have happened to a nicer 
person. @ 
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VIDEO REVIEWS 


Professional No-Holds-Barred Look at 
Today’s Video Market 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
86’ 


Turner Home Entertainment: $30.00 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B+ 
Dusty Rhodes versus Ric Flair has been 
seen hundreds of times over the past 
year alone, Flair as always is brilliant to 
watch while Dusty has yet to learn some 
new moves. Magnum T.A. and Nikita 
was a thrill a minute and the RGR 
Express are always exciting to watch. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; B 
Nice and fluid, there's nothing special as 
far as interviews go (Dusty, I'll give you 
that, you do great interviews) but still 
this tape didn’t need any extra talking. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): B 
Although put together nicely some 
important COMPLETE matches are 

missing. 


TOTAL GRADE: B 

Not one of the best Turner Home 
Entertainment has to offer, but it’s 
worth watching. The problem was 
that they tried to cram all the Great 
American Bashes into one tape. There 
were many exciting matches that were 
left out. 
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BASH 87’'—W ARGAMES THE 
MATCH BEYOND 
Turner Home Entertainment: $30.00 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B+ 
This tape has to offer some of the best 
wrestling in 1987. Wargames 1 and 2 
are wild matches which should be seen 
by every wrestling enthusiast. Other 
stand out matches include Lex Luger 
winning the U.S. title from Nikita 
Koloff in a wild steel cage match. Dick 
Murdoch taking on Steve Williams with 
Magnum TA in a Texas Death Match. 
The last match between Ric Flair and 
“Gorgeous” Jimmy Garvin for the 
NWA World title, this was the cage 
match where Jimmy hurt his leg to lose 
Precious for one night to Space 
Mountain. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; A 
Nice and flowing. No unneeded 

interviews crowding the action. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Put together nicely, kept moving from 
match to match continuously without 
any breaks. The tape quality was of 
course top of the line, keeping Turner 
Home Entertainment's standards high. 


TOTAL GRADE: A 
One of the better video tapes out on the 
market today. As stated above if you 
are truly interested in professional 
wrestling, the Wargames is a 


phenomenon you can’t miss. 


,* 


TORNEO POR EL 
CAMPEONATO UNIVERSAL 
DEL CONSEJO MUNDIAL DE 

LUCHA 
Capital Sports Promotions Inc., 
P.O. Box 8900, Santurce, P.R. 
00910: $33.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B+ 
Featuring a tournament with such stars 
as Carlos Colon, Boris Zuchoff, Giant 
Baba, Abdullah the Butcher, Barry 
Windham, Terry Funk and Rick Martel 
competing for the WWC Universal 
Championship. The action was nonstop 
and full of excitement. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: B 
Hugo Savinovich is the host of this show 
which is all Spanish, I repeat ALL 
Spanish. English fans who can't speak 
the language may have a hard time 
enjoying the on camera commentating. 
But, for those people, I say all you have 
to do is turn the volume down just a bit 
and watch a great wrestling 

presentation. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): B 
Average tape quality. This outfit is new 
and has yet to break into the same 
category of Turner or Coliseum. But for 
what it’s worth the tape isn't bad and all 

the matches are complete. 


TOTAL GRADE: B 

A good presentation put out by 
Capitol Sports. It lets the American 
fans see what's happening over in 
Puerto Rico, With the new insurgence 
of the WWC in America this series of 
tapes can prepare the U.S, market for a 
full scale invasion by the WWC. 


MICHAEL HAYES AND 


FABULOUS FREEBI 


1S — SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE BADDEST OF THE BAD & 
M ; is MEANEST OF THE MEAN WITH THIS GREAT GEAR! 


There's only one true way to show where you're at when it comes to wrestling . . . that's to 
tell the world who you support! If you're behind Michael "PS" Hayes or The Fabulous 
Freebirds, the place to get their official gear is right here! So get crackin’... some of this 
stuff is in Limited Edition. When it's gone that's it! 4 


4. MICHAEL HAYES 
“OFF THE STREETS" 
T-SHIRT 


Explosive 5-Color 7 in. Dia. 
Full Chest Logo on Great 
Shir. S,ML&XL 44.95 


2. TERRY "BAM BAM” 
GORDY BAD TO THE 
BONE T-SHIRT 


Freebird “Bam Bam" Gordy 
hits the street with his own 
Bad "T".S,M,L& XL 44.95 


3. FABULOUS 
FREEBIRD T-SHIRT 
IS HERE! 


Michael, Bam Bam & Buddy 
Jack debut their official 
“TSM. L & XL 44.95 


4. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
T-SHIRT 


Killer Black Shirt with Blood- 
Red Badstreet Logo, 


S,M,L & XL 441.95 
5. FABULOUS FREE- 
BIRD SWEAT. 


Killer Freebird Logo on this 
heavy-duty Sweatshirt. It's 
Tough! S,M,L& XL 49.95 


6. ORIGINAL 
BADSTREETU.S.A. 
SWEATSHIRT 


Heavy duty, Solid Red 

Sweatshirt with Black Bad- 

street Logo. S, M, L & XL 
19.95 


7. BADSTREET GYM- 
WORKOUT SHIRT 


The official Bird Workout 
Shirt. Deep cut Heavy-Duty. 
M.L& XL 13.95 


8. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
OVERSIZED NIGHT 
SHIRT ... NEW! 


Sleep on Badstreet in this 
comfortable night shirt 
or wear as Mini-Skirt, 

& XL 4 


9. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
SMASH SINGLE. 


Limited Edition, Smash Hit 
with all the Freebirds, A 
Real Collectors Item! 2.95 


40. BADSTREET CAP 


Adjustable Cap In durable 
material with Red Logo on 
black. One size fits all. 7.95 


41. FREEBIRD COLOR 
PHOTOS! 


Pick your Favorite Bird ., 
Michael, Bom Bam or 
Buddy. Autographed 
8 = 10 Color. Also all Three 
Birds in Group shot, Each 
photo only: 3.95 


12. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
CLOTH BANDANAS: 
6.95 


413. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
STURDY KEY CHAIN 
WITH FOB: 4.95 


44. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
& MICHAEL HAYES 
BUTTONS SET OF 
FOUR: 4.95 


45. MICHAEL HAYES 
BADSTREET POSTER 
17" X 22": 2.95 


16. BADSTREET BUM- 
PER STICKER: 2.95 


NO C.O.D. 


BRAND NEW STUFF! 


47. MICHAEL HAYES & THE 
BADSTREET BAND'S FIRST 
ALBUM! “OFF THE STREETS” 
10 NEW KILLER SONGS 


Including "Badstreet”. Album also 
has limited edition full Color 
Glossy Poster of Michael 
“Exposed” and lyrics 

to all songs! 9.95 


418." OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE 


Great Sounding, High-Bias 
Chrome Tape with 11 Songs (one 
more than LP). Includes Special 
Photo of the Badstreet Band and 
the Fab. Freebirds. 

Great for the car! 9.95 


419. JOIN FREEBIRD MICHAEL 
HAYES OFFICIAL FAN CLUB! 

Get Autographed Color Photo of 
Michael, Stickers, Badstreet and 
Hayes Buttons, 4 Newsletters, Real 
Freebird Story, Official Membership 
Card, Contests and more! 16.95 


20. BADSTREET U.S.A. “SATIN” 
WORLD TOUR JACKET! 

Jet Black Satin Touring Jacket with 
Blood-Red Badstreet Logo as wom 
by the Fab. Freebirds. “World Tour 
88-89 on Back 

Limited Edition! 69.95 


L-——-—-—- — — — = ee I 


PHONE ORDERS 


ORDERED 
BY: Gian 
ORDER BY PHONE 


STREET ADDRESS MONDAY-FRIDAY 
40:30 AM-4:30 PM 


cir v VISA & MASTERCARD ONLY 


214-252-5000 


METHOD OF PAYMENT 
MIN.CREDMT CARD ORDER:§2000 ACCT. 
(SORRY, NO COD-3) NO: 


cHeckormoneronoer expres: |_[ TT] 
> SIGNATURE 
| SIZE | DESCRIPTION | ITEM NO. | QUANTITY [UNIT PRICE TOTAL 


MAIL ORDER FORM WITH PAYMENT TO: SHIPPING &HANDUNG CHARGES | SUBTOTAL | 
FOR ORDERS TOTALING: PLEASE ADD: _|TEX. RESIDENTS ADD &¢ PER DOLLAR TAX 


IPPING & HANDLING (SEE BOX) 


GRAND THEFT 
PRODUCTIONS 
P.O, BOX 154169 
IRVING, TX 75045 


sssooosee | $450 
$50.00 10 $74.99 OTHER COUNTRIES ADD $6.00 


$7500 OR MORE $6.75 


THE FANTASTICS VS. __ 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS: 
TAG TEAM WAR IN THE N.W.A.! 


By CHRIS BALLEW 
saying goes, and it seems 


The Midnight Express-Fantastics ee 
feud ts one filled with action that the Fantastics have 


packed excitement. ~ i ren taken that to heart, as they have made 
= their move into what is widely considered 
to be the most prestigious arena for pro- 
fessional wrestling—the National Wres- 
tling Alliance. Terry Gordy said it best, “In 
wrestling, you can kick anybody's butt you 
want. But if you stand still, you'll get your 
butt kicked.” Yes, career decisions are con- 
troversial (right Barry?), but the 
Fantastics have made one that will take 
them places in the wrestling world. Not 
that they haven't been on display enough; 
they were a staple on most UWF cards 
during 1986 and early 1987, as they were 
tremendously popular and also held the 
UWF tag belts for some time. During 
their time in the UWF, they were 
involved in several feuds, the most note- 
worthy of which was with the 
Sheepherders. Some of their matches 
became so violent that they were rejected 
for broadcast. Shortly before Jim Crockett 
Promotions took over the Universal 
Wrestling Federation, The Fantastics 
returned to the World Class area, the site 
of their initial success a few years ago. 
Texas fans were glad to see the Fantastics, 
and the duo won the World Class tag team 
belts. This was not to last, as they would 
later lose the belts due to outside inter- 
ference. They seemed restless, and shortly 
after a tour with the NWF, an 
independent organization, approached 
the NWA. The NWA was more than 
receptive when the Fantstics expressed 
interest in their organization, and with 
good reason. The tag team competition in 
the NWA is outstanding, but don't 
believe for a second that Jim Crockett 
hasn't lost some sleep trying to find new 
poster boys. Ever since the Rock-n-Roll 
Express jumped ship, the search has been 
on for a team that might become as 


npapreaency . . a opular and profitable as the R-n-R. Not 
pop P 
Both teams are giving it their all in an effort to come out on top. to take anything away from Rick and 


ot to go forward is to go 
backward.” That's how the 
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Photos by Debra Moser 


The Fantastics took the U.S. titles 
from the Midnight Express, illegally 
Says. Jim Cornette. Cornette vows his 
men will regain the belts quickly. 


Robert as wrestlers, but to a promotion 
such as the NWA, fiscal stability is as 
important as the caliber of the 
competition. Jackets, posters, t- 
shirts....from a merchandising standpoint 
as well as their ability to draw the younger 
crowds, the Rock-n-Roll Express was 
every promoter’s dream. Granted, we 
don’t want the Fantastics to be viewed as a 
pseudo Ricky-and-Robert team, but we 
have to recognize that a gaping void for a 
tag team the world can love has been 
filled. The Fantastics have overwhelming 
fan appeal, and the NWA needs a team 
like that. 

Just as the Fantastics enter the NWA, 
the Midnight Express is coming off a 
phenomenal year. The combination of 
Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane was formed 
shortly before last year’s Crockett Cup, 
after a faltering Dennis Condrey was 
ousted in favor of some new blood. Loud- 


The Fantastics hand their newly won 
US straps to Tommy Young. 


mouthed ringside menace Jim Cornette 
made a good call when he chose to replace 
Condrey with the infinitely more talented 
Lane; the Express was stagnating, wres- 
tling at half-strength. After wrestling 
together for only a few weeks, Eaton and 
Lane made it all the way to the semi-finals 
of the 1987 Crockett Cup Tournament, 
and won the U.S. Tag Team title. In spite 
of their obvious talent as a team, the 
Express is one of the most hated tag 
‘ teams in wrestling today, and this would 
prove to be a rude awakening for Stan 
Lane, who was used to being a fan 
favorite, ala his “Fabulous Ones” days. 
The Midnights have committed many 
dubious deeds during their time as a team, 
but certainly the most deserving of the 
fans’ wrath were their crimes against 
Ricky and Robert. Pulling the chain of the 
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“Sweet Stan” has Bobby Fulton trapped in a chin lock. 


Rock-n-Roll Express is mot something 
that will endear you to the fans. 

The Fantastics would have their much 
hyped and heralded debut match against 
the U.S. Tag Team Champions. Any 
debut match is important, but this one 
was made more important due to the fact 
that the Crockett Cup was roughly one 
month away, and the seedings for the 
tournament would be announced on the 
same NWA program. The Fantastics, in 


spite of their relative newness to most of 
the teams entered in the tournament, 
were given the #7 seed. The Midnight 
Express was given an impressive #4 seed. 
An irate Jim Cornette wasted his entire 
pre-match interview trying to convince 
his viewers that his*Express deserved a 
highter rating. Jim Crockett, it seems, felt 
that Tully and Arn’s World Tag Team 
belts, as well as the competition they had 
faced, more than justified their position as 


Pe “> 


Sweet revenge as Fulton gives Stan ten lashes with a leather belt. 


the favorite to win the tournament. 
Cornette was more than upset, as the 
Crocketts had never used the World belts 
to validate the number one seed before. 
You can say what you want about 
Cornette, but he has a point; Jim Crockett 
and Co. deserve a slap on the wrist for 
inconsistency in determining who should 
be the number one seed. 

This was the kind of match that true 
wrestling fans look forward to, one in 
which the outcome could go in either 
direction. My own pre-match analysis 
revealed that, while the Fantastics were 
an experienced team with tremendous 
ability, a win over the Express in their 
first NWA match would have to be 
considered an upset. If you want to play 
ball with the Midnight Express, you-live 
with the fact that Cornette and the men 
under his direction are champions because 
they believe an honorable loss is still a 
loss, a dishonorable win is still a win. 
That, if nothing else, would cause the 
Fantastics to lose. 

The Midnights entered, after being 
introduced by their manager. Soon the 
music of the Fantastics began to play, and 
every lady in the arena was ready to greet 
them with the same enthusiasm once 
reserved for the now-defunct Luger/ 
Windham combination. A well-timed 
close-up of the faces of Eaton and Lane 
proved what we might have expected— 
the Fantastics were getting more 
attention during the introductions than 
the Express had seen in quite awhile. 

The match started as I expected it to— 
fast. The Fantastics wrestled with 
blinding speed, and kept going at a 


| 


Tommy Rogers pins Bobby Eaton in a Greensboro, N.C. match. 


frenetic pace for quite a while. The 
Midnights, more than used to taking their 
own sweet time, were forced to continue 
running with the Fantastics, who 
sustained the tempo for quite some time. 
Eaton and Lane seemed to have aban- 
doned their usually aggressive style in 
favor of a passivity that is very unchar- 
acteristic of the Midnight Express. In fact, 
the Express failed to show anything but 
momentary spurts of offense for the first 
twenty minutes of the match!! However, 
the overzealous Fantastics soon had to 
slow down, and a momentary change in 
tempo was all it took for the Midnights to 
gain the upper hand. Tommy Rogers and 
Bobby Fulton each took their turns being 
held in the ring for long periods between 
tags, and both were taking a beating. 
From here, the match began to be a little 
more evenly fought, as the Midnights 
were tagging frequently and kept the 
match going at their usual pace. For a 


while, it appeared that the match might 
go to the time limit, but the turning point 
came shortly before the 45 minute mark. 
Bobby Eaton went to the top rope to 
execute his devastating bodypress. 
Tommy Rogers answered this by pulling 
a prone Bobby Fulton out of Eaton’s path. 
Then Rogers retaliated with the same 
move, coming off the top rope with 
amazing authority, and Eaton was 
covered for an easy three-count. If getting 
beaten hurts, getting beaten by your own 
finishing maneuver hurts even more. Not 
only did the Express lose, but as a 
manager, Cornette fell flat that day. 
Cornette, who usually couldn't care less 
what people think of his team, allowed 


The Fantastics-Midnight Express battles 
are fought inside the ring and out on 
the arena floor. 


himself to become hysterical over those 
Crockett Cup seedings (which, hindsight 
tells us, weren't worth the paper they 
were written on). Ratings provide 
spectators (and gamblers) with an 
(continued on page 67) 
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Honky is looking to resume 


4 : n , 
a, his fend with the "Macho 
ie? Mun", now that Savage is 
’ WWF World Champion. 
rt 


Photos by Josh Gregory and John Barrett 


ALL HAIL THE 
HONKY TONK MAN! 


By CLINTON S. FREEMAN 


t's safe to say that over the past 
year, the most hated and ridiculed 
wrestler in the WWF galaxy has been 
The Honky Tonk Man. Even The 
Million Dollar Man, Terrible Ted 
DiBiase, despite superior skills and a 
crueller persona, cannot compare in 
absolute antipathy to the gloriously 
coiffed Honky Tonk Man. Honky has 
been despised since day one, for his disres- 
pectful Elvis impersonation, his clumsy 
ring style, his extremely obnoxious and 
foolish personality, and his ferret-like 
manager “Colonel” Jimmy Hart. 

Yet in reality, all praise and kudos are 
due The Honky Tonk Man. How many 
men dare to paddle against the current, to 
spit into the prevailing winds? How 
many men dare to imitate the King, Elvis 
Presley, and feign innocence? To strap on 
the Inter-Continental belt!! Honky has 
been dealt an unfair reception from the 
very start. By the way, Honky, Hart, and 
the WWF accountants are laughing all the 
way to the bank! And to the dismay of 
millions of wrestling fans and pundits 
alike, the tale of The Honky Tonk Man 
fast becomes the stuff of popular ring 
legend. 

One often hears snide remarks 
impugning Honky’s ring abilities and his 
execution. Yet the Honky Tonk Man 
boasts an enviable ring resume, and royal 
wrestling peerage to boot! For the Honky 
Tonk Man—real name Wayne Ferris—is 
actually a cousin of “King” Jerry Lawler, 
Mr. Memphis and Elvis Presley's favorite 
wrestler. Lawler was canny enough eight 
years ago to bring Honky Tonk into the 


thwarted by Jimmy Hart’s interference. 


sport, initiating his dear cuz into the wild 
and woolly Mid-Southern territory. But 
Lawler's best new buddy turned out to be 
an ungrateful cuz, turning on his mentor, 
as seems to occur bi-monthly in 
tumultuous Memphis. Soon this pair of 
ersatz-Elvises were trading licks and fist- 
drops, slugging it out all over the Mid- 
South Coliseum. Honky even captured 
Lawler’s International Title for a spell, 


Brutus Beefcake nearly took Honky’s I-C strap at Wrestlemania IV. He was 


before the King straightened out his 
upstart relation. 

Present-day mat buffs will be surprised 
by Honky’s next stop: the much-respected 
Stampede circuit in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. This tumblin’ tundra office has 
served as a virtual WWE farm team for 
much of this decade, birthing future 
WWE top guns the British Bulldogs, 
David Shults, Bret Hart, Badnews 
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Allen...and The Honky Tonk Man! Many 
observers feel it was Stampede’s cruel 
winters, penetrating winds and ruthless 
head-to-head competition which pre- 
pared Honky for future stiff challenges 
from Randy Savage, Ricky Steamboat, 
and Hulk Hogan. 

But for every chick there comes a time 
to leave the nest, for every nascent super- 
star there comes a time to shine. And 
when Titan Sports came calling across the 
border on the shortwave to request some 
Honkytonk blues, a marriage made in 
heaven was consummated. Many WWE 
devotees conveniently forget that The 
Honky Tonk Man was billed as a 
“protege” of Hulk Hogan upon his WWE 
debut. While this dubious ploy has won 
support for hapless no-talents Mr. T and 
Hillbilly Jim, the fans took one look at 
Honky’s liquid quiff,-his manly curled lip, 
his swivelling hip thrusts, and quickly 
replied, “No thanks!" They couldn't wait 
to see their heroes take on this leering, 
sneering, over-confident Elvis imitator. 
They didn’t like his clothes, they didn’t 
like his hair, they didn’t like his wrestling, 
they didn’t like his singing, they didn’t like 
his dancing. In short, they didn’t like The 
Honky Tonk Man. 

With the self-styled “Colonel” Jimmy 
Hart at his side (himself a former top-ten 
recording artist) it was not long before 
Honky Tonk topped the charts and went 
into the movies. Oh, sorry, that was Elvis. 
Nightly, however, the courtly and polite 
Honky would thank the people for their 
support—" You're a beautiful audience!” 
The jaunty rocker was unfortunately 
repaid with only jeers, insults and yawns. 
Yet again this ersatz-Elvis and The 
Colonel had the last laugh in summer, 
1987 when they pulled off a shocking 
upset of Ricky Steamboat for his Inter- 
Continental crown. Some apologetic 
observers rationalize away Steamboat's 
disinterested showing: post-Wrestle- 
mania III let-down, Bonni’s reptile baby, 
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Honky Tonk Man 
surprisingly has held 
the I-C strap against 

all the top 


challengers. 


payments on his Mid-Atlantic gym. More 
likely, the Dragon was dazzled by Honky’s 
radiant ring garb, his quiff piled a mile 
high, and Hart's calculated, intrusive 
management. Significantly, while Ric 
Flair is the model of corporate boardroom 
good taste, the Honky Tonk Man shines 
in the garish rock'n'roll finery which is a 
metaphor for the WWF's sports “enter- 
tainment” and rock'n’ wrestling 
connection. 

Honky has often been unfairly assailed 
concerning his musical talents, or sup- 
posed lack thereof. Surely his Cervantes- 
esque paean “The Honky Tonk Man” is 
the best song on any wrestling album, 
WWF or otherwise (with the possible 
exception of Freddie Blassie’s "Pencil- 
Neck Geek”). I mean, “Land of 1000 
Dances”? C'mon! "Boogie Woogie Dance 
Hall’? Vomit!! Honky’s bass-slapping, 
chugging, silver guitar, careening rock- 
abilly anthem is clearly descended from 
past masters Gene Vincent and Eddie 
Cochran. And who does not feel a rush of 
admiration and jealousy nightly when 
Honky steps out to shake some satin tail 
feathers opposite his “purty” girlfriend 
Peggy Sue to this jukebox smash? Peggy 
Sue is certainly a lively little charmer her- 
self, dressed to kill in white turtleneck, 
hoop skirt, bobby sox and ace saddle 
shoes. When it comes to shaking one’s 
hips, can any grappler dance up a storm 
like our Honky? Michael Hayes? Jimmy 
Valiant? Get serious! Even the Jive Tones 
are not as loose-limbed and possessed by 
the beat! 

Perhaps the sole worrisome aspect to 
The Honky Tonk Man's personality is his 
apparent disrespect and resentment 
towards the memory of Elvis Presley. 
Now honestly, Honky, and I'm talking to 
you, Old El is obviously the complete 
inspiration for every single aspect of your 
being, from clothes and speech to attitude 
and mannerisms. This is only upsetting a 
mild Mark David Chapman/John Lennon 


complex. In this case, the fan is so 
obsessed with his hero, he actually strives 
to become him. Then, in a shocking fit of 
self-hatred, psychosis and iconoclasm, the 
worshipper assassinates his idol, 
effectively eradicating himself in the pro- 
cess. This is the ultimate act of self- 
loathing and destruction. Of course, Elvis 
is already in rock'n'roll heaven, thus 
Honky is of no threat to anyone except 
himself, all the little girls,and every WWE 
Champion! In fact, Honky is merely the 
best Elvis imitator around, and sporting 
the Inter-Continental strap to boot! Eat 
your heart out Jerry Lawler!! 

The Honky Tonk Man's claim to being 
the greatest Inter-Continental Champion 
ever is perhaps over-stating his case. 
However, Honky’s successful and contro- 
versial reign is certainly comparable to 
those of Ken Patera, Pedro Morales and 
Don Muraco, perhaps even those of Greg 
Valentine and Randy Savage. While 
Ricky Steamboat is a tremendous and 
superbly conditioned grappler, Honky 
Tonk was far too much man for the scaly 
Hawaiian. Since that awesome victory, 
Honky has clung possessively to his belt, 
turning back innumerable challenges 
from the much-vaunted Randy Savage. In 
fact, ever since Savage joined forces with 
Hulk Hogan late last year on network 
TV—following a guitar wielding attack 
from the Honky Tonk Man—Honky has 
stolen much of the Macho Man's former 
rule-breaking thunder. Honky has 
retained His belt to this day, including a 
recent match with no less than Hulk 
Hogan in New Jersey. 


The fans thrill to the Honky Tonk 
Man's Shake, Rattle and Roll neckbreaker 
as much as opponent's fear this devas- 
tating finishing hold. In his embroidered 
truckstop jumpsuit, his colorful applique 
tights, his long, rakish sideburns and slick 
pompadour, Honky is clearly the paragon 
of rock'n'roll style and troubadour man- 
liness. As his jukebox smash “The Honky 
Tonk Man” proves, Honky is the only 
wrestler with a music business future— 
tough luck for Ricky Morton, Michael 
Hayes, and basement fop Adrian Street. _ 

Despite Andre's claymation Giant ™ 
steps, and the Million Dollar Man's 
underhanded machinations, the glorious 
Honky Tonk Man is the top WWE villain 
since the heyday of “Rowdy” Roddy Piper. 
Honky is a flamboyant and charismatic 
performer who quickens pulses and 
breaks hearts and heads with a sly lip 
sneer, overtly sexual hip swivels, and his 
awesome Shake, Rattle and Roll neck- 
breaker finishing hold. Beyond his cele- 
brated Inter-Continental Championship 
reign, The Honky Tonk Man's outrageous 
personality and shining image will endure 
in the minds of WWF fans long after his 
reign is done. Roll Over Hulk Hogan, give 
me the Honky Tonk Blues! & 


THE 
FANTASTICS 


(continued from page 63) 


approximation of the outcome of an 
event. Nothing more, nothing less. What 
Cornette seems to have forgotten is that if 
it worked out the way it looked on paper, 
they wouldn't have to wrestle. 

None of that matters now. The seeds 
were planted for this feud after that very 
first match. Several weeks later, they 
would go at it again, only this time the 
US. straps would be on the line. The 
match ended as is customary for the 
Midnight Express title defense—in a 
four-way brawl. All four men were in the 
ring, as Tommy Rogers went ballistic 
once again and covered a limp Bobby 
Eaton for the pin. It appeared to everyone 
present that the Fantastics, after only a 
few weeks in the NWA, had iced the 
Midnights and captured the U.S. tag belts, 
but it was not to be. During the brawl 
earlier, Bobby Fulton had pushed the 
official down, thus causing their dis- 
qualification. Following the decision, Jim 
Cornette ordered his men to hold Fulton 
while he whipped them with his belt. 
Totally unnecessary, but completely 


normal behavior for the Express. A match 
was signed for a later date, and it would 
have the added stipulation that the losing 
team would get 10 lashes each with a belt. 
If the Express loses, Jim Cornette gets 10 
lashes, also. Giving credit where it is due, 
we have to commend the Express for 
signing the contract for this match at all; 
most teams would take a chill pill after 
getting kicked twice. 

But even the “Ten Lashes” match 
doesn't matter now. The Fantastics would 
first have another title match against the 
Express, and this one would take place 
April 26th at the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga Arena. Probably one of 
the most obvious ironies of this match was 
that it would take place almost one year 
(to the day) that the Midnight Express 
had won the US. Tag Team title. Jim 
Cornette announced his Express as the 
team that had held the U.S. belts for the 
longest time in NWA history. However, 
the reign of terror that the Express has 
had over the past year would be ended on 
this night by the Fantastics. To describe 
the match play-by-play would be 
impossible, suffice it to say that this match 
was wrestling at its finest, a showcase of 
Rogers’ superb aerial skills, Lane’s martial 
arts abilities, Eaton’s tenacity. But what 
will be remembered longest will be 


Fulton's determination. A_ battered, 
bloody and almost beaten Bobby Fulton 
survived several pins and sneak-attacks by 
the Express, and it looked as though 
Fulton could not continue. But, barely 
conscious as he was, he was able to 
convince the official to let the match go 
on. Less than a minute later, the 
Fantastics had ended the virtually 
unflawed reign of the Midnight Express 
as US. tag champs. It was a brilliant win 
over one of wrestling’s toughest teams, 
and truly, professional wrestling at its 
very best. 

Will the Fantastics be able to hold off 
the Express when a rematch is signed? If 
their title match was any indication of 
how title defenses might be, then the 
answer is yes. Will the action carry over 
into this summer's Great American Bash 
Tour? Probably. But one thing is certain: 
wrestling purists as well as rule-breaker 
advocates will appreciate these matches, 
as both teams are well-schooled in both 
the scientific aspect of the sport and the 
down-and dirty brawling. 

One more thing is certain: if Jim 
Cornette and his Midnight Express con- 
tinue to broadcast when they should be 
tuning in, the Fantastics may set a new 
precedent as NWA US. Tag Team 
Champions. 8 
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RATINGS 
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The Al Perez-Nikita Koloff feud is really heating up in the N.W.A. 


WRESTLING’S TOP TWENTY (as of 6/6/88) 


1. Ric Flair NWA World Champion 11. Sting #3 contender NWA Title 

2. Randy Savage WWF World Champion 12. Larry Zbyszko Western States Champion 

3. Ted DiBiase #1 contender WWF Title 13. Kerry Von Erich WCCW World Champion 
4, Barry Windham NWA USS. Champion 14. Jerry Lawler AWA World Champion 

5. Steve Williams #1 contender NWA Title 15. Honky Tonk Man WWF I-C Champion 

6. Lex Luger #2 contender NWA Title 16. Terry Taylor Texas Heavyweight Champion 
7. Hulk Hogan #2 contender WWF Title 17. Curt Hennig #1 contender AWA Title 

8. Dusty Rhodes #1 contender U.S. Title 18. Terry Gordy #1 contender WCCW Title 

9. Andre the Giant #3 cofitender WWF Title 19. Michael Hayes #2 contender WCCW Title 
10. Mike Rotunda NWA World TV Champion 20. Carlos Colon WWC Universal Champion 

TAG TEAMS 


1. Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson NWA World Champions 

2. The Road Warriors #1 contenders NWA Title 

3. Demolition WWF World Champions 

4. Kerry & Kevin Von Erich WCCW World Champions 

5. The Fantastics NWA U.S. Champions 

6. The Midnight Express #1 contenders U'S. Title 

7. Strike Force #1 contenders WWF Title 

8. Pat Tanaka & Paul Diamond AWA World Champions 

9. Powers of Pain #2 contenders NWA Title 

10. Jack Victory & “Hollywood” John Tatum Texas Wild West Tag Champions 
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OFFICIAL WRESTLING 


RIC FLAIR 


RATINGS 


World Champion: Randy Savage , = se 


WWE 


1. The Honky Tonk Man 

2. Ted DiBiase 

3. Hulk Hogan 

4. Andre the Giant 

5. One Man Gang 

6. “Ravishing” Rick Rude 

7. “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan 

8. Bad News Brown 

9. The Ultimate Warrior 
10. Bam Bam Bigelow 


NWA 


‘ World Champion: Ric Flair 


1. Barry Windham 
2. Mike Rotunda 
3. Steve Williams 
4. Lex Luger 
5. Dusty Rhodes 
6. Sting 
7. Larry Zbyszko 
8. Nikita Koloff 
9. Rick Steiner 
10. Al Perez 


AWA 


World Champion: Jerry Lawler 

1. Greg Gagne 

2. Curt Hennig 

3. Wahoo McDaniel 

4. Jeff Jarrett 

5. Soldat Ustinov 

6. Teijo Khan 

7. Baron Von Raschke 

8. Pat Tanaka 

9. Rocky Mountain Thunder 
10. Bill Dundee 


WwWwc 
Universal Champion: Carlos 
Colon 
1. Hercules Ayala 
2. Abdullah the Butcher 
3. The Invader 
4. TNT 
5. Miguelito Perez 
6. Super Black Ninja 
7. Manny Fernandez 
8. Dutch Mantell 
9. Eddie Gilbert 
10. “Dangerous” Dan Spivey 


KERRY 
VON ERICH 


HULK HOGAN 


WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: Kerry Von 
Erich 

1. Terry Taylor 

2. Terry Gordy 

3, Michael Hayes 

4. “Iceman” King Parsons 

5. Kevin Von Erich 

6. “Wild” Bill Irwin 

7. Black Bart 

8. Missing Link 

9. Matt Borne 
10. Buddy Roberts 


WOMEN 
1. Wendi Richter 
2. Sensational Sherri 
3. Misty Blue Simms 
4. Debbie Combs 
5. Medusa Micelli 
6. Velvet McIntyre 
7. Linda Dallas 
8. Candi Devine 
9. Heidi Lee Morgan 
10. Kat LaRoux 


MOST HATED 
1. Ted DiBiase 
2. Andre the Giant 
3. Barry Windham 
4. Ric Flair 
5. Tully Blanchard 
6. The Honky Tonk Man 
7. Kevin Sullivan 
8. Larry Zbyszko 
9. Arn Anderson 

10. Terry Taylor 


MOST POPULAR 

1. Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage 

2. Hulk Hogan 
3. Sting 
4. Lex Luger 
5. The Road Warriors 
6. The Ultimate Warrior 
7. “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan 
8. Kerry Von Erich 
9. Dusty Rhodes 

10. Michael Hayes 


WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT 69 


THE LAST PAGE 


The final word this month from Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT! 
JOHNNY ACE: WRESTLING’S NEWEST HEARTTHROB 


Story and Photos By 
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Former Sheepherder flagbearer, Johnny Ace, got his wrestling start in the NWA. He has left the organization 


ohnny Ace is relatively new on 

the wrestling scene but quickly 

made his mark in the NWA by 

becoming the evil flag bearer for 
the Sheepherders. Somehow though Ace 
just didn’t fit in with the Sheepherders 
and the fans still cheered the 6'4” 245lb, 
blue eyed blonde. Although a villain, he 
was still popular. 

Johnny Ace is your typical beach boy, 
having been born in Malibu Beach, 
California and now residing in Clear- 
water, Florida. Ace was born on July 31st 
and is 22 years old. He fits into the beach 
scene perfectly with his tanned, lean body. 
Ace says that before becoming a wrestler, 
he was a beach bum, he just laid on the 
beach, surfed and played volleyball, typical 
of the Southern Californian youths. Ace 
enjoys seafood, suntanning, beautiful 
tanned women and, of course, the Beach 
Boys. If Johnny Ace had not become a 
wrestler, he says he would have probably 
become a lifeguard. 

Johnny Ace first broke into wrestling 
on March 12, 1987 in a match against 
Mark Fleming in Norfolk, Va. Since that 
day, Johnny Ace has come along ways and 
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for Oregon and a new start. 


Champion of the World and to be known 
as the greatest wrestler of all time. Sounds 
like a big task for such a youngster in the 
sport yet with his determination, he could 
reach his goals. 

Johnny Ace is no longer with the 


Sheepherders due to a strong disagree- 
ment with their attitudes and beliefs 
about Americans. Ace was not willing to 
give up his family and friends to become a 
first son of New Zealand, as the New 
Zealanders were not the super race the 
Sheepherders had made them out to be. 
Johnny wanted to do his own thing and 
make a name for himself, so he left the 
Sheepherders. Ace admitted that he 
learned a lot from the Sheepherders yet 


"he didn’t feel that their way was the best 


way to do things. 

After staying with the NWA for over a 
year, Johnny Ace has left that organiza- 
tion for the greener pastures of Oregon 
where he hopes he will become a big star 
with the new Oregon Wrestling 
Federation. His ambition of being a major 
wrestling star was going unfulfilled in the 
NWA and he hopes this career move will 
make him the top star and top contender 
he wants to be. 

I think Johnny Ace will definitely go 
places in the wrestling world with his 
style and technique and that his name will 
be one you will be hearing a lot more in 
the future. @ 
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